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September 20 


Fedorova, Nina THE FAMILY Little, Brown 


This is the Atlantic $10,000 prize novel. That is tantamount to saying:- 
"Here is a book off to a good start with a good firm's endorsement and enthusiasm 
back of it. But ~ it has a hurdle to take, in that it will be viewed more critically 
than it might be otherwise." Will it make the grade? I liked it. I thought it very 
entertaining reading. It is original. There are at least two characters that are mem- 
orable, ~ Grandma and Dima, who is one of the most enchanting small boys I've encounter— 
ed for a long time. The setting - Tientsin, in China, at the start of the Japanese in- 
vasion, is presented from a new angle, that of White Russians, struggling for bare sur- 
vival ‘and a maintenance of the ideals that once were taken for granted. The tempo— 
thoroughly Russian, philosophical, hilarious, unbalanced and lovable ~ is contagious. 
You get amnoyed at the family's susceptibility to emotional appeal - and yet sympa— 
thetic with their open-heartedness. Viewed as a novel, it is difficult to pigeonhole. 
"The family" 1S the plot, they and their boarders and the Chinese servant and his mul- 
titucineus relatives, the pattern of events as they affect one and another. There is 
romance, there is pathos, there is an widercurrent of political machinations, there 
are solutions of one sort and another. But there is no integrated plot. A book for a 
special sort of market, those readers who like something out of the ordinary run of 
fiction, but not - I should say - a sure best seller for the general reader. $2. 50 


October—t4 . [> - 
Lip 2; o/ 
Monsarrat, Nicholas THIS IS THE SCHOOLROOM Knopf 


* This is an amazing first novel, invigorating both mentally and emotionally, 
discerning and essentially very civilized. Monsarrat is a suave writer, at home in 
every milieu, serious but never truculent in his convictions, and with an accomplished, 
biting prose style. This is the story of Marcus Hendryks, to the manner born, typical 
of the indolent, wastrel jeunesse doree, fine wines and Women. The book opens when 
Marcus is at Cambridge, where he learns of his father's death and the total bankrupt— 
cy of the estate. Forced to the slums of London, he comes face to face with reality. 
"These are your surroundings: war, and political passion, and social injustice, and 
the loudest shouting for the basest cause...This is the schoolroom: hatred, mistrust 
and greed are its furnishings." Before long he becomes immersed in the Communist 
faith - puts it to the test in fighting in Spain, where he learns that the brutality 
and violence of war accomplish little. The last third of the book deals with the 
turning tide, as he falls in love with a young painter, achieves a certain recogni- 
tion as a writer, and glimpses the way to a better life, as war makes its threat 
again. There is none of the hotheaded, antagonizing quality of most of the left-—to-~- 
red briefs, even when that seems to be the way he is tending. It is a well thought- 


out, sincerely felt book, appealing to both heart and mind. And consistently good 


reading. $2.50 
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A Good Crop of Books - But Few Sure Bets 


® Money tn the rental trll, in THIS DYNASTY OF DOCTORS by Rhoda Truax (Bobbs), in Chris- 
tine Parmenter's AS THE SEED IS SOWN (Crowell), in Warwick Deeping'’s THE MAN WHO WENT 
BACK (Knopf). Dexterous - entertaining - well above average, ACTION IN HAVANA by 
Elinor Rice(duell, Sloan & Pearce); David Lanmson'’s ONCE IN MY SADDLE (Scribner). And 
top-notch biographical fiction, WESTWARD THE TIDE by Harold Sinclair (Doubleday). See 


below. 
PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS - Fiction 
August 12 
Truax, Rhoda THIS DYNASTY OF DOCTORS Bobbs, Merrill 


An essentially popular, though by no means superficial novel of an American 
family, and of medicine, over a four generation span. Good, solid, readable material, 
capably handled, with human problems counterbalancing the cavalcade of medicine inter- 
woven throughout. No particular originality nor great distinction - just a good novel. 
Opening in 1821 - the setting Boston - with the first story that of Josh Chestwick, who 
sacrifices everything for his profession. ‘Then the next generation, with young Josh, 

@ callow weakling forced into a proféssion he does not want, and Maria, his sister, 
pioneering as a woman doctor. She adopts his son, to carry on the tradition, and he 
becomes successful, though he is patently an opportunist. The next generation pro- 
duces the first Cheswick to meld the human and the scientific. Through the four gen- 
eration story, the progress of medicine is traced through the years. A good seller 
and good renter. $2. 50 


August 15 


Myers, L. H. THE POOL OF VISHNU Harcourt, Brace 


This is the continuation - and the concluding part of The Root and the Flower. 
Here once again, in this part authenticated, part imagined recreation of 1&th century 
India, one finds the "striving of spirit, the reasoning in higher metaphysical regions, 
the brooding sense of mystery" which characterized the first book. Myers has an estab- 
lished reputation as artist-—metaphysician. But as narrator, he proves a disappointment. 
This is a difficult book to appraise; it is less holding than its predecessor, the ac- 
tion on the physical plane is slow and tenuous. But as a probing of the spiritual, of 
the contemplative and philosophical, it is an unusual book. Myers attempts to reveal 
through Indian religious traditions, a conception of the individual soul that bears on 
ethical problems of today. The story is the least part, - that of the rebellion of the 
two sons of Emperor Akbar and their conflicts based on issues and values which are time- 
less. The Guru, Prince Jali's teacher, is obviously a prototype of Gandhi. Myers' ad- 
mirers will want this book; there are other readers who are groping in today's disillus- 
ionment for a philosophical and metaphysical approach, who may be a potential market. 


But, on the whole, the appeal is highly specialized. $2.75 
August 21 bf: 
Dickens, Monica THE MOON WAS LOW Harper 


Remember an autobiographical account of life below-stairs, One Pair of hands, 
] published in 1939? This is the same author, and here in a slim novel - a nice, likable, 
human sort of story, is told Mary's romance. A childhood in London and the country, 
an adolescent love for a cousin, Denys, school days, dramatic school and its ludi- 
crous end, a trip to Paris to study dress design, and an engagement which doesn't pan 
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out - all lead up to the final romance, marriage and an Italian honeymoon. Then comes 
the war; the young husband joins the Navy - and report comes that his boat has sunk 
with all on board. Mary spends a tragic night thinking over her life - and in the 
morning learns that he is alive. As a story, perhaps, it is thinnish; but as popular 
romance, it is well above run of the mill. $2. 50 


Kelland, Clarence Budington VALLEY OF THE SUN reHr a. Harper 


A likable set of characters for a better than usual historical western. A 
tale of pleasant proportions, against the backgroundof the Arizona desert. ,Gamaliel 
Ware, discharged from the Union Army after the Civil War, comes west, fired by the de- 
termination to make the desert bloom. He falls in love -— and he makes an enemy —- and 
these two factors motivate the story, which is built around the bringing in of water, 
achieving fertility for the desert land, and seeing the start of Phoenix. Ran in the 
Saturday Evening Post. Good Kelland, for those who like his Arizona stories. $2.50 


August 2¢é 
Viertel, Peter THE CANYON Harcourt, Brace 


Soft, poetic and yet alternately frank and naturalistic remembrance of 
things past as years of boyhood are seen in retrospect. There are passages of quite 
lovely prose, though the book is free of the sentimentality which characterizes some 
books of the type. The boy George lives in a small California village; his friends 
include the bartender's son, a Mexican kid, an Indian half breed who runs the gang 
and Betsy, half tomboy, half budding woman, with whom he investigates the facts of 
life. At 17 the gang breaks up, class consciousness creeps in. The boys have been 
shown in all their cruelty and vulnerability. Not for a wide sale ~ but well done. 

$2. 50 


August 24 


Klingsberg, Harry DOOWINKLE, D.A. Dial 


Masculine entertainment, this, in a series of short stories with somewhat 
Tuttish atmosphere. Tales of legal battles won by astronomy loving John Doowinkle, 
who routs bribery, graft, racketeering, gangsters et al, in spite of shyness. Some of 


the stories have appeared in periodicals. $2. 00 
suaguet-26— Sell 2 Y 
Keller, David THE DEVIL AND THE DOCTOR Simon & Schuster 


Philosophical whimsy, a gentle, benign variation on the Faust-Mephisto theme, 
which frankly left me apathetic. The central character is a retired doctor, living in 
a small bookshop in Stroudsburg, and leading 2 contemplative life revolving around his 
two main interests, Demonology, and the prospective building of a stone wall. The devil 
appears in the guise of Robin Goodfellow, and tells how he is the victim of his brothers 
jealousy, misunderstood and maltreated. He helps Hubler to achieve his desires - and 
the community turns against him, as in league with the devil. Goodfellow retires .from 
the picture, to save his friend - and the wall is completed. One has to dig deep for 
the meaning of this - if there is one it is elusive. Some may find charm and quiet 
Satire; but most will find it simply boring. $2.50 uw 
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August 28 
Elam, Samuel M. WEEVIL IN THE COTTON Stokes 


Unrelieved moral and political turpitude, in this story of the planned 
seizure of civic control in a Southern state. A particularly repulsive journalist sells 
out to the gang, conniving at a coup d'etat through the fanning of race hatred; he does 
away with his editor when exposure is threatened, and manoeuvers the removal of-others 
who might interfere, and gives free rein to the gang to take over another city and to 
scheme for the state. But a wilier politician is too smart for him. An unsavory bit - 
a "war of nerves" on our own front — rank repulsiveness for strong stomachs only. And 
why? | $2. 00 


August 30 
Caldwell, Erskine JACKPOT Duell, Sloan & Pearce 


This collection of 75 short stories includes nine new ones, and the balance 
are drawn from his other collections. Each story has a preface by the author, giving 
his appraisal, the origins of the story, comments on craftsmanship, attitudes, etc. 
Sometimes merely in a sentence - sometimes longer. These prefaces are cocky, revealing, 


entertaining and personal, and provide fresh interest in a good collection. $3.00 
Rice, Elinor ACTION IN HAVANA Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
x The Best Butter received a huzza from the press gang, that satirical inqui- 


sition of the intellectuals. This is a less mental book, in theme and approach; less 
sharp-eyed and sharp-tongued; but equally dexterous, facile, wise and sustaining through- 
out an emotional tension which is quite holding. It should have a wider market than 

the earlier book; it is a more human story. Howard Avery, wealthy, ruthless, holding 

his wife emotionally apart from the world, and keeping his sisters under his domination, 
Then in Havana, Julie, the younger sister, falls in love with a journalist who is work- 
ing on an expose of sugar interests, which will break Howard. Havana shifts all senses 
of value - and both wife and sister (it is too late for the older sister) learn what it 
means to break the iron-silver-cord. Genuinely staged and motivated, with some smooth 
writing. Primarily a woman's book, and a good one. $2.50 


September ?? 
Parmenter, Christine Whiting AS THE SEXD BS SOWN Crowell 


A better book than most of hers, with the moral uplift subordinated to the 

story, which is based on the bulwark of fundamental values, unobtrusively worked in. 

It is the story of a child of divorce, of loyalties in constant clash, of lack of secur- 
ity, of a boyhood and youth wrecked by an embittered observance of his parents' mis- 
takes. Finally, he comes through his scepticism of the possibility of love to a realiz- 
ation that he and Babs, a childhood playmate, can profit by what they have witnessed 

and make a successful marriage. Conservative confectionery - with a touch more substance 
than the usual - and good humans-in-conflict reading. $2. 50 


Lamson, David ONCE IN MY SADDLE Scribner 


In this episodic story of the relations of a boy and his father, a farmer of 
newly opened lands in Alberta, one feels something of the appeal of Life with Father 
and even more closely, of The Country Kitchen. Three quarters of the book give a de- 
lightful, humorous and original picture of this unfamiliar frontier life. It has a 
quality of autobiography, but so far as I know, is straight fiction. The last quarter 
of the book contains several stories stemming from other sources, other background, 
stories well-rounded, well-told. I found this a vigorous, virile book, good entertain- 
meut. $2. 50 
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September 6 


Page, Celia UNCERTAIN APRIL Doubleday, Doran 
Oh so nice and oh so sentimental story of a demure and dowdy little li- 
brarian of a small town who wins a contest and some prize money and does a right about 
face. With New York clothes and her face and hair done over, she returns to Colford 
to join in all the community doings, to play a bit of library politics so as to fill 
the post as she wills it - and at the close gets a proposal of marriage herself. 
Rentals - and branch library, light romance. $2.00 


September 9 


Davis, Clyde Brion SULLIVAN Farrar & Rinehart 

A tale in close harmony, as two wastrels, both a bit too smart for their 
own good, swap stories about their adventures in the confidence game. Sullivan, who 
tells the story, goes his benefactor (to the tune of a "lift") one better by claiming 
the power of levitation. This is the slim connecting thread, as the story progresses 
across the Southwest, with Sullivan "in training" to demonstrate his prowess, and Mc- 
Kinley Williams sceptical, but having a bit of a laugh on the side. It is a bit rowdy, 
it is humorous, but it lacks the subtlety of Davis' earlier work. There is something 


of Linklater in these picaresque adventures - without Linklater's ultra-sophistication. 
$2. 50 


September 11 


Irvine, Helen Douglas MIRROR OF A DEAD LADY Longmans, Green 


Quality writing for a somewhat tenuous story -— the brief life of Sylvia _ 
Dundas. She knew in childhood that she and her sister were illegitimate and she allowed 
destiny to take its way with her, with no protest, no rebellion. Excusing her too cas- 
ual parents, she goes to Chile as a poor relation, while her sister, sure of her own 
higher destiny, stays in France. Scenes of pre-war interest in Paris, in London, in 
Chile form the background for Sylvia's acquiescence to the misbehaviour of others, - 
her indifferent mother, her clannish aristocratic Chilean relations, who shuntedher 
from one to another, her husband, who loved her until the death of their son, failure 
of his plan and wrecking of his business. An ill-starred life - but Sylvia's passiv-— 
ity is annoying to the reader, and she fails to win the sympathy that fiction demands 
for a central character. This has less distinction than Fray Marto, but is easier - 
and perhaps more popular - in its appeal to the average reader. Limited at best to 


the discriminating. $2.50 
September 13 


Chenoweth, Maurene GREEN JADE FOR LAUGHTER penn 


Sweet, simple, untarnished kind of story, for quiet rental moments, and 
for your ultra-conservatives. Straddles the young love and the older girl market, 
this story of Tiare and her green jade ring, key to the mystery of her parentage. 
Shipwrecked at three - adopted - and kept in ignorance of her story until she was six- 


teen. The search for the truth - the solving of the mystery - and a romance round out 


the story. $2.00 


September 16 


de Montherlant, Henry COSTALS AND THE HIPPOGRIFF Knopf 


This was published in France under the title Les Lepreuses (and reviewed 
as such in the foreign book supplement, December 15, 1939). The English edition bears 














if 
| 





























August 1, 1940 Fiction ~- 343 - 


the title in exact translation, The Lepers. The American edition is entitled Costals 
and the Hippogrtff...The last volume in the Pity for Women tetralogy, that imppvisa- 
tion on the theme of the artist against marriage. Once again one finds the brilliant 
intellectual assurance, the facile and witty verbosity, but the book is less holding 
than the others, and acute, brain-spun, mordant as it is, it is fatiguing, monotonous. 
Costals, satanic misogynist, monstrous egotist, is forced to face marriage; he bolts 
again, and resumes an affair with an old mistress in Morocco, a leper. There, in sen- 
suality, he thinks he finds the solution, but eventually he returns to Paris, showing 
his emancipation still incomplete. Translation by John Rodker conveys the subtleties 
of the original. $2.75 


September 16 
Lofts, Norah HESTER ROON anopf 


This falls into the same category as Colin Lowrie, but I found it a less 
well-balanced piece of writing, slow in getting underway, overwritten, padded at the 
start. Once the scene shifts to the Western Hemisphere, the story gathers pace and be- 
comes almost melodramatic. The period is the mid-18th century, the scene shifts from 
a London public house, where a slave bears an illegitimate child, to a Caribbean island, 
where that child, fresh from a convict ship, where accident of circumstance had con- 
spired to put her, is at 18 made the maid and confidante of the daugher-in-law of the 
grande dame. The situation is complicated by the girl's fear of the blacks, by the: 
suspicions and resentments of the mother-in-law, by the son, who runs the plantation 
reluctantly, and who finds marriage at odds with his sexual apathy. In spite of this, 
Hester is fascinated by him - and turns away from the offer of honorable marriage fron 
a neighbor. Then comes the slave rebellion - and the two men are shown up in their 
true values. The endinz is in accordance with the best dictates of romantic fiction. 
Disappointing. Norah Lofts can do better work. $2.50 

2} 
September 2 


Pieree, Noel «. QUICKSAND McBride 


Overheated, overplayed passion tale, set in Nassau, and quite smothered by 
tempestuous emotionalism, stagey dialogue and bougainvillea. All about the glamorous, 
aristocratic, traveled and ultra-beautiful Franhams, and Alixe, the girl who was to de- 
vastate father and son. The denouement recalls the kind of unrestrained lovetorn 
stuff Michael Arlen once indulgea in, minus Arlen's wit and facility. Rentals - cheap 
ones. $2.50 


Friend, Alona MIXED DOUBLES Greystone 


No lesbian touches but feminine emotional tangles maintained at high pitch 
and all chinks in the armor carefully and deliberately attacked. Unimportant, but a 
certain bite keeps it from dead level. An attractive but selfish amateur tennis star 
takes a beautiful divorcee as_traveling companion. Leslie, the tennis star, makes 
Angela's life a madhouse, but her charm overrides the breaks. A tennis match in tropi- 
cal Sumra brings things to a breaking point. Both land in jail, and are rescued by 
magnanimous Lady Kitty, who annexes Leslie. Angela is sacrificed ~ and wakes up to 
the fact that patient Jerry is very desirable. 


September 23 
} 
Abbe, George DREAMER'S CLAY Henry Holt 
Abbe's first novel, Votces in the Square (Coward, McCann), was a warm, wide- 


awake portrait of a small New England town. This one seems to lack the guts of the 
first. It is handled in a gentle, dreamy, almost unworldly manner. Once again a 
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country village, one which has lost heart, and vitality, through years of depression. 

Mark, a sculptor, determines to restore faith and courage, and succeeds in arousing the 
villagers from defeatism to positive action. There is a romance incident to the story. 
it is a moral little tale, but too obviously inspirational, but a bit too 





Essentially, 

saccharine. $2.50 
September 25 

Rothermell, Fred THE GHOSTLAND Lippincott 


A sociological-propagandist drama, played out against one of America's 
catastrophes, the drought which brougnt disaster to the mid west and beyond. A story 
of want and hunger which leads to violence - blunt, unsparing, moving. Simply told 
in the first person, it is the story of the Fultons, who were on relief in Brooklyn | 
and who went back to the Ozarks, the father's birthplace, hoping to rebuild a new life. 
The drought has already taken hold; life is primitive at best, and the livestock gradu- 
ally succumb. When starvation is in sight and the government is blind to the need of 
help, the story teller leads a quiet strike in a nearby town and a band of five hundred i 
make silent protest to force action. The book closes on primitive terror and violence : 
as the townspeople are incited against the strikers - and on this note the story ends. 


A book that needed to be written, but that - in these days - may fall on deaf ears, 
$2.50 


Sao eal 


Regler, Gustav THE GREAT CRUSADE V Longmans, Green 


Pretty strong stuff - its market primarily for men who can "take it". An 
autobiographical novel of the Internetional Brigade, fighting the first battles in 
Hitler's war, for an ideal that has outlived defeat. The individuals who composed it, 
its exploits and failures, make it emerge as somewhat unorientated and not altogether 
easy reading. There are scenes which, for sheer dramatic force, stand out from the 
welter; there is an excess of brutal detail which somewhat loses force through its 
selectivity. In this chronicle of the war, between the defence of Madrid and its fall 
to the Huesca offensive, there is a panorama of the horrors of modern warfare, with no 





note of glorification. The introduction by Ernest Hemingway sets the keynote. (Re- /Y 
ported 5/1/40 - page 201) $2.50 
j 
L | 
Septrembder-2s lof 
Stead, Christina THE MAN WHO LOVED CHILDREN Simon & Schuster 


Christina Stead has had a certain succes d’estime to date. This is her 
first book set in America; it deals with an American family, the Pollitts, a distaste- 
ful lot; and it is indefensibly a bad book. Her non-stop prose style becomes garbled 
and incoherent, as the Pollitts jaw and jar, rant and wrangle, with a turbulence which 
defies the reader. ‘The father is the central figure of the brood of six, and invests 
himself with a godly paternalism, which is viciously parasitic. Unhappy days come - 
the family loses caste; the father loses his job, they move from Washington to a life 
of increasing squalor in Baltimore. Viciousness - tyranny - murder mark the action of 
the final hundred pages. Up to that time, seven hundred pages of vulgar, strident war- 


fare have discourageac the most optimistic diehard readers. $2.75 
October ?? 
Dudley, Owen Francis THE TREMAYNES AND TKE MASTERFUL MONK Longman, Green 





Volume six of The Masterful Monk series; and this one comes closest to 
catching the same interest that characterized the most popular of the group, The H#aster- 
ful Monk. The villain of the book is seen carrying out his vicious plans, with his 
victims not sure whether he is insane, criminal, a pathological case or diabolical. 
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The unravelling of the mystery involves all of his family and the monk, humanly divine 
but divinely human, and intent on saving the villain from himself. A book that readers 
of any faith, who enjoy psychological novels, will like. There's enough religion for 
those who want it, but not enough to turn othersaside. Catholic market particularly 
$2.00 





October i 
Crane, Stephen TWENTY STORIES Knopf ™ 


Crane's name is better known to the American reading public than the actual 
familiarity with his works would justify. Red Badge of Courage is the one title almost 
every literate person could name. Most of his work has been, for some time, out of 
print and unavailable. Now Carl Van Doren has remedied this to the extent of bring to- 
gether twenty of his best short stories, and writing an introduction which will place 
Crane where he belongs as forerunner of much of the best in contemporary literature. 


$2.75 

October 4 
Sinclair, Harold WESTWARD THE TIDE Doubleday, Doran 
* A rattling good historical fictionized biography, - the central figure be- 


ing the redoubtable, and much misunderstood, George Rogers Clark. The story is told 
by one Guard, for a time his aide, sharer in the exploits which have brought his name 
down to fame. From Fort Pitt, whence he, and a poorly equipped handful of irregular 
troops, set out for points unknown, generally in the direction of Kentucky settlements, 
through forests and streams and swollen rivers, on little or no food, with inadequate 
clothes and inadequate ammunition, the little band made their way, captured Fort Clark 
at Kaskaskia (opposite St. Louis), and then on to Vincennes. It was a foolhardy and 
heroic gesture - and it secured the vast Illinois country to the Colonies. The picture 
given of Clark is a well-rounded one, with his strengths and his weaknesses. His is a 
romantic figure, and this is a grand yarn. For the big historical fiction market. 


$2.75 
Heyer, Georgette _ THE SPANISH BRIDE Doubleday, Doran 


The Infamous Army (1988) told of the 100 days before Waterloo and Welling- 
ton's troubles. This precedes that in time, for the background here is the last years 
of the Peninsular War, when Wellington, winning his military acclaim, was chasing the 
French, with the help of Spanish and Portuguese allies. Based on the actual story of 
Sir Harry Smith's stormy romance with the highborn Spanish Juana. There is ample de- 
tail - some of it grisly - of bloody battles, fighting men, grim marches. Harry was 
sent to America twice, during the War of 1812, while Juana pined away in England. 
Napoleon's return sent them both hot-~footing it to Waterloo. Two extraordinary figures 
shared the limelight with a hero-sized Wellington. Technically interesting account of 
the success and failure of the Spanish-Portuguese-French terrain. Well-told tale - 
dependable Heyer market. $2.50 


October 7 
Clark, Walter Van Tilburg THE OX-BOW INCIDENT Random House 


This is Random House's big dark horse of the Fall. I think you'd better 
have a look at it yourself, for I am completely bewildered as to why they feel it is a 
"once—in-a-blue—moon-discovery" -— or that Clark is "a new author of really first-rate 
importance", It is a psychological western, if there can be such a contradiction in 
terms. The outline of the story is slight enough:- there has been rustling, there has 
been a murder; the partner of the dead man and a group of excited citizens make up a 
posse, which includes the important citizens of the town and the riffraff of the saloon 
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and two cowboys, Gil and the one who tells the story, both somewhat under a cloud of 
suspicion because they drifted in just at the wrong moment. There is a lynching - and 
a suicide, But the story is really the struggle in the men's minds for the decision to 
defy legal justice and to accept the men's guilt on slim evidence, bare suspicion. It 
is a skillful laying bare with a knife the thoughts and emotions of men - quiveringly 
open to the reader's gaze. Therein, Clark has been eminently successful. But I, for 
one, did not feel it enough. Perhaps I don't like that sort of story handled in that 
way. In any case, I found that the story dragged, that the wavering back and forth, 
the mental struggle was first fatiguing, then boring. I decided it must be a man's 


book, so I gave it to my best expert on Westerns. He, too, was bored. So — that's 
that. $2. 00 


October 8 
Bell, Neil SO PERISH THE ROSES Macmillan 


Unglossed facts, but a sympathetic treatment of the story of Charles and 
Mary Lamb, in fictionized biography. Charles’ unstable family life, the taint of men- 
tal unbalance, his snobbish brother, his doomed sister, his futile father and fault- 
finding mother; his schooling, friends, work and the consecration of his life to 
Mary when she kills her mother. The threat of insanity loses the four women he loved. 
His smoking and drinking and emotional tangles ruin his health - sometimes his friend- 
ships. His literary stature grew slowly, but he cared little for public opinion, he 
took his troubles lightly. A picture of a personality - by one who loves him. A 
thorough going picture of the people and the period, of Coleridge, Hazlitt, Wordsworth. 


A book for people interested in Lamb and his works. Specialized appeal. $2.75 
October 10 
Williamson, Maude REMEMBER TO FORGET Farrar & Rinehart 


Not up to her starter - Next Year Will Be Different, though she has an 
easy, light hand, in the Baldwin manner. How a social register girl proves she is 
more than that, bucking an authoritarian father and a shrewish stepmother, and keep- 
ing a promise to her real mother, newly found, which involves her own life, since she 
could give no alibi when her would-be fiance was murdered the night she found her 
mother. A stalwart young doctor stands by - and she is eventually cleared. Tasty 


light dish. Rentals. $2. 00 
October-+4—- !! Ji ft 


Deeping Warwick THE MAN WHO WENT BACK Knopf 


Lushly pure romance in Deeping's own manner, applied to a pattern of story 
quite different from its predecessors. An automobile accident thrusts a split person- 
ality upon an English engineer, and he finds himself identified with cowardly Pellias, 
a Fifth Century inhabitant of Roman England, who runs away from invading Saxons. He 
throws himself into the Roman way of life - he conceals his knowledge that the Romans 
will be defeated and continues the tactics against the Saxons. Eventually, as the Sax. 
ons are temporarily routed, he goes down, defending his love - and wakes up in England 
1939. Paralleling of periods and conditions. $2. 50 


Thurman, Harriett THE SWIFT HOUR 12 ['s Macrae Smith 


Smooth-surfaced amor—glamor tale, of a stage star returning to her home in 
Chicago, having decided to give up her career and marry a young Hollywood beauty-—boy. 
She finds her sixteen year old daughter grown away from her; she finds Martin, success- 
ful playwright, determined to show up her playboy. There's a "change partners" theme- 
and the playwright wins the actress, and young love has a rude awakening. $2.00 


a 




















patios 








August 1, 1940 Fiction ) ~ 347 - 
October 14 
Wees, Frances Shelley A STAR FOR SUSAN Macrae Smith 


Homely little helping of the simple things of love, in the story of Susan, 
wealthy heiress, preyed upon by her selfish mother and stepsister, who goes to the 
country to think things through. She goes under an alias; she helps out a friendly 
couple starting a country eating place; she catches the eye and heart of a country 
doctor. He is engaged - not too happily - and Susan plays dea ex machina, disentangles 
the knots for everyone, including herself and gets the prize. Gentle but readable. 


$2.00 
£O F442. 8 TS 
Announcing for September 9 
Rawlings, Marjorie Kinnan THE YEARLING Scribner 


Popular edition for limited time only - with new four color jacket by Ed- 
ward Shenton and all the illustrations of the original edition. Available until Janu- 
ary 10 at special price. No other edition at less than $2.00 will be published until 
one year from publication date of this popular edtion. $1.29 


IMPORTANT ADDITIONS TC THE HODERN LIBRARY - Fiction 


September 12 


Porter, Katherine Anne FLOWERING JUDAS #88 $ .95 

Forester, C. S. THE AFRICAN QUEEN #102 | 95 

Joyce, James ULYSSES #G52 1.25 
October 10 

Morley, Christopher HUMAN BEING : #74 $ .95 

Sue, Eugene THE WANDERING JEW #G53 1.25 

Fielding, Henry TOM JONES #G54 1.25 


Non-fiction 
September 12 


Goodspeed, Edgar J. & Smith, J.M.P. Editors 


THE SHORT BIBLE —- THE AMERICAN TRANSLATION IN BRIEF #57 ¢ .95 
October 10 
Emerson, Ralph Waldo SELECTED WRITINGS #91 $ .95 


Have you realized the potential market for fine reprints? Is there a college or univ— 
ersity near your shop? Some shops have made a success of keeping one corner of their . 
window and one section of the shop exclusively for reprints, with the idea of publiciz- 
ing them continually. Many new readers, new and potential consumers of books, have 
been made by introducing them to the classics - old and new - through inexpensive re— 


pr ints. 
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MYSTERIES, WESTERNS AND THRILLERS 


Late Comer - don't Miss it 


Holding, Elizabeth Sanxay WHO'S AFRAID? Duell, Sloan & Pearce 


. Expert, ingenious suspense story of a cat and mouse chase - and of murder. 
How Susan, traveling for Gateways, a Charm School racket, is picked up and trailed by 
three men. How the husband of her first contact is murdered, of mounting confusion and 
terror as she is finally stalked. All set in an innocent New England village. Clever 


trick narration - and breathless build-up. Non-pareil and quite a novelty. $2.00 
August § 
Stringer, Arthur THE GHOST PLANE Bobbs, Merrill 


Average only. Subarctic adventure, as Slade determines he and Cruger will 
not stand quietly by and see their aviation venture fail. Passenger with a strange 
mission, a stolen plane, wilderness battles and hazards - all knots untied by Slade’s 


obstinacy, as he prevents aid to Germany and wins his girl. $2.00 
August 19 
Campbell, Alice THEY HUNTED A FOX Scribner 


These elliptical British again in a mystery yarn, which requires Scotland 
Yard, an American writer-publisher's agent and her fiance to solve. High level of in- 
telligent writing, but a mite hard to follow. It takes successive attacks on the Ameri- 


can girl and the printing of a film before death dealer is unmasked. $2.00 
‘ — op: 
Blake, Nicholas THE SUMMER CAMP MYSTERY Harper 


English title - Maltce in Wonderland — fits the text better, since japes of 


place in super-resort "Wonderland". Nigel Strangeways makes 


unknown saboteur take 
Practical jokes 


photo-finish solution in his brief appearance at the end of the book. 
get grimmer and grimmer and all campers are panicked until reasons for hocuspocus are 


revealed. Lightweight time passer. $2.00 
August 22 


Hawkins, John & Ward WE WILL MEET AGAIN Dial 
Slick in style but tight reading. Struggling young lawyer is framed on 
manslaughter charge and jailed. There he is the subject of a murderous attack, final- 
ly gets parolled, and ascertains that state's political dictator is out for his hide. 
An ex-wife and an obstinate detective interfere with his chance for vengeance, but the 


politico gets his through an ex-mistress and the lawyer and the wife are reunited. 
$2.00 


Simenon MAIGRET ABROAD Harcourt, Brace 


Clearcut dissection in two more of the French detective's cases, -— A Crime 


tn Holland and At the Gat-iioulin. Maigret promises to become an accepted classic in 
short order. The yarns are well-paced and good reading. 


$2.00 




















August 1, 1940 Fiction o~ Se i 


August 30 
Holmes, H. H. NINE TIMES NINE Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
x Interesting job, with the "who" easy, but the "how" and the "why" something 


to work on. Likable characters and good pace. Good locked door problem in the murder 
of a rich man who exposes criminals and screwball cults, hounded down by Los Angeles' 
Lt. Detective Marshall and an ex-policewoman nun and a recently out-of-work writer. 

A modern Wandering Jew and his Temple go on record for hating the rich man and claim to 
have killed him. The rich man's familv is well implicated. Another charlatan causes 
trouble. The Wandering Jew racket is dissolved, the killer, forced into the open by 
an attempted second killing, is confronted and made to confess. $2.00 


September ?? 


Dean, Robert George A MURDER BY MARRIAGE Scribner 


Young private detective Hunter takes on a private case, concerned with a 
stepfather's remarriage to young gold-~grabbing widow, a marriage intended to deprive 
the rightful heirs of their estate. Comes the stepfather's death-prospective wife and 
would-be heirs are suspects. Fast, social going - but as a mystery, so so. $2.00 


Scott, Mary Semple CRIME HOUND Scribner 


An assistant D.A. from St. Louis has the tables turned on him when he tries 
to butt in on a local sleuthing in a Michigan holiday spot. Two killings, some black- 
mailing and a past crime are solved, while he serves as catspaw. Nice twist — but much 
to be desired in the style of the telling. $2.00 


September 5 


Stockwell, Gail THE CANDY KILLINGS Greystone 


Synthetic amateur criminologist sets to work to solve mystery of death of 
owner of candy factory, his night watchman and the disappearing Madam Sibyl. Involves 
son who hates father's second wife and yearns for stage career. A spinster appoints 


herself assistant to the amateur puzzle-solver, and there's a satisfactory unraveling. 
$2.00 


Peterson, Herman MURDER IN THE MAKING McBride 


Likable but guessable story of triple murder at the home of a young woman 
in a small backwoods town. Her young brother is killed, on the eve of reaching his 
majority and the inheritance of a sizeable estate. His hangers-on have been bleeding 
him for some time. The sister, heir at his death, is a natural suspect. Ben Wayne 
and the country doctor combine forces todlear her. Good enough. $2.00 


September 18 
Wells, Carolyn CRIME INCARNATE Pei Lippincott 
Fleming Stone again - mulling his way through two disappearances and a 


killing. The scene is the Adirondacks home of a wealthy man and his four foster chil- 
dren. Old chestnuts trotted out as death devices and usual archaic dialogue. All's 


Well that ends Wells. $2.00 














August 1, 1940 Fiction - 350 - 


September 20 


Wire, Harold Channing INDIAN BEEF Doubleday, Doran 


Good average great-open-spacer, with young Barnet trail-bossing cattle to 
be sold up north to an Indian reservation. Rival catttle men resort to low trickerty to 


beat him to the market; fugitive Indians make their demands on the herd, the ex-boss's 


sons attempts to turn outlaw; there are spies in his own crew. And all this adds to 


Barnet's troubles, but he wins through and gets a wife as well. $2.00 
September 26 
Daly, Elizabeth DEADLY NIGHTSHADE Farrar & Rinehart 


Complicated but pleasant yarn, as expert Gamadge of Unexpected Night deserts 
his ink and old manuscript-documents to investigate the death of a state trooper and the 
poisoning of three children by nightshade. Gamadge proves the things interrelated, un- 
earths lost inheritances, hidden scandal, family enmities and possible motives. He 


barely escapes a death trap - sets one himself and springs it. $2.00 
October 4 
Allingham, Margery BLACK PLUMES Doubleday, Doran 


* Intimidation of an English family, owners of an art gallery, through killing 
of those connected with the gallery. Beautiful Ivory's romance is almost smashed —- her 
sister's past is revealed in its unsavoriness —- but the killer is caught. Smooth read- 


ing and writing. Crime Club selection and a good ‘un. $2. 00 
Little, Constance & Gwenyth BLACK CORRIDORS Doubleday, Doran 
* The Littles deal a debonair death hand, at it again with the story of the 


murder of three nurses in a select hospital. Redheaded, pigheaded but engaging young 
Jessica, attending her wealthy aunt, is in and out of trouble as she snoops around. 
There is another patient in the same section - a rich man with a weakness for his nur- 
and there's a deal of ill will going around. Gay dialogue - touch of romance. 


ses, 

Good going. $2. 00 
October 7 

Gallico, Paul THE SECRET FRONT Knopf 


Hiram Holliday, windmill tilter of exceeding gallantry, is balked of his aim 
to go to the front as a war correspondent, and happens on a Nazi conspiracy. Hitler, 
it seems, is not really Hitler (that old gag), and the estapofriend conspires to do 
away with all who know or guess the facts. Hiram gets him! Up to the minute contem- 
poranea handled with gusto and touches of whimsy. Good old Hairbreadth Harry. $2.00 


October 8 
Brand, Max RIDERS OF THE PLAINS Dodd, Mead 


Eight years' schooling in the East make Peter realize his inadequacies, as - 
crippled - he returns West, to the father who had sacrificed everything for his educa- 
tion. But he puts that schooling to good use, robs the country's meanest crook, and 
puts the ranch back on a paying basis. He is then blackmailed by the crook he had re- 
vealed, is forced to work for him and is freed only when his nemesis is dead. $2.00 
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NON-FICTION 


MUST BOOKS 

August ij 
Laski, Harold J. THE AMERICAN PRESIDENCY atinee 
* With the impetus of the Book of the Month Club selection, and the assured 


space in the press the book will receive, we are placing this book here. It is a bril- 
liant, theoretical interpretation of the institution of the American Presidency, but 

we hold this reservation as to its popularity - it is too .intellectual a book for the 
layman. lLaski analyzes the Presidency, that "strange amalgam of monarchy and parli- 
amentarism" over the perspective of the whole history of the United States. He shows 
historically that as an institution the presidency has changed with the needs of the 
different periods through which this country has gone. The five most critical periods 
have produced our greatest leaders, from Washington to Roosevelt. In the present Laski 
deals at some lengths with the President's relations to the Court and Congress, show- 
ing how the Constitution inevitably creates a clash of interest between the President 
and Congress, impairing the President's ability to act at times of greatest need. He 
admires Roosevelt for having made his office one of great leadership and power, despite 
the checks of the Court and Congress, and advocating the responsibility of the Presi- 
dent to the people rather than to any fixed group. Controversial, no doubt - but an 
incisive, learned critical commentary. $2.50 


August 9, probably 
Tolischus, otto D. THEY WANTED WAR Reynal & Hitchcock 


. An important book and one sure of a good press. It does for conditions in 
Germany today what Gedye's book did for Central Europe at the time of its publication, 
On both Times' reporters the accolade of German disapproval has been placed by ejec~ 
tion. This volume brings together some of Tolischus' published articles, but much more. 
He resurveys the seven years of close observation of Germany's building a war machine. 
Coldly, dispassionately, he analyzes Hitler the politician, the man; he studies the 
psychology of his followers; he recognizes their new religion of revolution, their 
spirit of sacrifice, their planning, their execution, their endless patience. He sees 
into the black soul of Germany. He sees in the German stomach the one hope of defeat. 
The book takes its title, ironically enough, from Hitler's contemptuous charge to the 
Democracies; "They wanted war; they shall have it." Book rushed to press, but it is 
too important a book for immediate sale to be regarded lightly. Strong backing.$3.00 


August 15 
Brooks, Van Wyck NEW ENGLAND: INDIAN SUMMER 1865-1915 Dutton 
* This was reported last month on the basis of partial availability. Now, 


with the completed material before me, I can vouch for the sustained quality through- 
out, for the amazing ability of Van Wyck Brooks to give a sense of immediacy to his 
background. One can feel the reality of figures hitherto shadowy symbols, one can al- 
most see Boston and the New England towns. This book covers a period less familiar to 
the general reader than that of The Flowering of New England. He writes of literary 
figures as disparate as Horatio Alger and Henry James. Some of the earlier personal- 
ities cross and recross the pages. We meet Parkman again, and Emerson, Thoreau and 
the Alcotts. But they no longer dominate a scene whose brave colors are fading. Once 
again he has brought a period alive and made a great contribution to the history of 
American literature. Limited signed edition (8/12) $10.00 Trade $4-06- 
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OF SPECIAL INTEREST 


IDLE MONEY IDLE MEN by Stuart Chase 1s a penetrating discussion of waste (Harcourt 


Brace); Jerome Weidman's LETTER OF CREDIT 1s an unorthodox travel-tale (Simon & 4 
Schuster); in another mood, Sean O'Faolain's nostalgic AN IRISH JOURNEY (Longmans 


Green); and Donald Culross Peattie's AUDOBON'S AMERICA for enthusiasts and collectors 
(Houghton Mifflin). 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 
August 15 
Thorndike, E. L. 144 SMALLER CITIES Harcourt Brace 


Companion volume to Your City, but dependent on that for some of the basic 
principles, and should be used by economists, statisticians and students of civic re- 
form jointly with the earlier book. He takes cities of 20 to 30,000, analyzing their 
differences in such vital matters, as health provisions, cost of living, home owner- 
ship, education, illiteracy. He discusses the significant details such as per capita 
expenditure for teachers, the supervisory measures over milk and water. He scores the 


individual differences in providing for the fullness of life. Challenging. $1.50 
August 13 
Hall, Benn CAREERS ON BUSINESS PAPERS Duell, Sloan & Pearce 


This is vocational guidance going pretty far afield, and of special inter- 
est ore would imagine, a purely informational survey of the role of trade papers, and 
how to get and hold a job on one. Types and varieties of trade papers, their functions 
and services, various departments - editorial, advertising and circulation, and the 
entering wedge and opportunities in each. Concluding chapters deal with free lancing, 
the artist and photographer, and include a listing of trade papers. A clear, factual 
handbook - no more, no less. $2.50 





August 19 


James, Bessie Rowland-—Ed. SIX CAME BACK Bobbs Merrill 


This is the edited diary of Sergeant Brainard recounting three years 
(1881-1884) of the Greely Expedition for meteorological observation. And in the read- 
ing it is a human account of hardships, relieved by some little humor and personal de- 
tail, a worthy account of courage and perserverance in arctic adventure. Twenty-six | 
set out on this expedition but only six returned with the third relief ship, since 
the first two ships were heldup in the ice. The comparatively easy times of the first 
year, the disciplining of the party, the growing scourge of inactivity, of cold, and 
the retreat at the end of the third year which was to result in doom. Told with no 


dramatic flourishes, and nc sentimentality, it is thereby a more impressive account. 
$3.00 


Sullivan, Lawrence THE DEAD HAND OF BUREAUCRACY Bobbs Merrill 


This belongs to the old muck-raking tradition, but is objective in manner } 
and scientific in method. The author has brought together conclusive evidence to show 
the mounting dangers of bureaucracy in Washington - or spreading out from Washington. 
Everything is tarred with the brush, - finance, budget, justice, farm, home, and the 
growth of federal ownership, the evils of civil service are given self perpetuity 
through the use of the old emergency terror. He shows how propaganda, censorship, re- 
lief operations, housing all are subjected to the same bogy. And he suggests, by im- 


plication, the possibilities of reform through control -of finances and power. 
$2.50 
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August 9 










Nordhoff, Charles — Ed. IN YANKEE WINDJAMMERS Dodd Mead 





The co-author of Mutiny On The Bounty edits and condenses the three vol- 
umes written by his grandfather, also Charles Nordhoff, who as a boy yearned to sail 
away and first accomplished his dream on the man of war, Columbus. Here he learned 
what it meant to live and work on a sailing vessel, naval customs and routine, punish- 
ments and rewards. He saw the Orient and had his fill of governmental supervision so 
Signed on in the commercial service when he returned. He latershipped aboard a whaler, 
loathed the inactive life and the unpleasantness of cargoing whale products, and event- 
ually jumped ship to cruise about the islands in the Indian Ocean. Some nine years of 
maritime experiences recounted by a rather serious feller though its, authenticity should 
endear it to salt water enthusiasts. $2.75 






























Stong, Phil HAWKEYES Dodd Mead 


This is the first of the Sovereign State series, coming close enough to 
Iowa's centennial celebration to catch the interest of people who claim that as their 
state wherever’ they are. In Stong's breezy way, the state is revealed through anec- 
dote, significant episodes and, sometimes, rather searching analysis. Not always 
wholly complimentary, Stong thereby succeeds in making his well rounded picture credi- 
ble, and he shows us a state that has much more to offer than the "place where the tall 
corn grows" of our usual conception. He gives us the rural store as a forum; he shares 
the texture of country religion; he tempers the picture of the tenant farmer; he de- 
fines Iowa society as "ideal stasis between Emily Post and Johnny Appleseed." $3.00 


Chapman, Chanler A. THE WRONG ATTITUDE Putnam 


@ Sub-titled "A Bad Boy at 2 Good School", this is a leisurely account of an 
old St. Paul's boy and his school life, some twenty years ago, in which he describes - 
somewhat pedantically ~ his awakening to the possibilities of beating the system, of 
annoying masters, of making money, and other contraband activities. Technically with- 
in the law on major crimes, smoking, drinking, and sabotage, he evaded boredom for him- 
self and fellow students with prankish entertainments. Rather tame stuff - the esca- 


pades and rebellious thoughts seem pretty weak today. $1.50 
I August 21 
Vetter, Lt. Ernest G. LET'S FLY: An ABC of Fiying Morrow 
| Flight and ground instructor and commerical pilot, officer of the U.S. 


Naval Air Reserve, Lieutenant Vetter speaks with authority. The outline of his instruc- 
tion is based on the C.A.A. course, but he gives us much more. We feel - after read- 

f ing his book, that many unexpressed questions have been answered, that we know the 

hows and whys, and that, step by step, we have shared experiences with a student flier. 
He is not slow to stress the dangers in the wrong mental attitude; he emphasizes again 
and again that danger lies in preventable details. Good companion volume to the Ran- 
dom House book (see page 263), How to Get Into Aviation. $20 


iz },f0 
) August 22 
Chase, Stuart IDLE MONEY IDLE MEN Harcourt Brace 
Fs) . Chase has written before on the subject of waste - material waste. Now he 


writes on the subject of human waste. He demands that we accept financial and social 
change and forget orthodox economics. He endorses spending to put men and machinery 
to work, demands pump priming by industry and government, to make the wheels turn. He 
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analyzes the trends revealed by the Temporary National Economic Committee, showing 

that American business has learned to do its own financing and no longer needs the 

public's funds. He raises the issue as to whether they are also prepared to finance ( 
emergency expansion. His section on the Grand Coulee Dam is revealing as indication 


of the good effects of government spending. He urges more such outlay. $2.00 
August 26 
Hughes, Langston THE BIG SEA knopf 


The big sea is that of literature, and more broadly, the world, as Hughes - 
the Negro poet, novelist and playwright, found it. His is a colorful and varied auto- 
biography, yet rather impersonal. From his boyhood in kansas, to Mexico where he sum- 
mered with his father and taught English, to college at Columbia which he finally left 
to go off on a freighter to Africa. He knew Paris at the peak of the Negro vogue, where 
he worked as cook and waiter in the Montmartre hotspots. Then Washington as a bus boy 
at which time Vachel Lindsay first brought him into prominence as a poet. Finally New 
York and Harlem, at the heighth of the Negro Renaissance when writers and show people 
intermingled casually. A diversified life, of many people and many experiences, but 


the man and his work appear but rarely. $3.00 


Burlingame, Roger ENGINES OF DEMOCRACY Scribner 


This is a companion volume to March of the Iron Men, Once again he studies 
the inventions but this time he cross sections American history and economics and soci- 
ety, showing how invention has motivated American life. He takes successive forward 
steps, as telegraphy and cable linked the world together, as trains forged a continent, 
as cheapened steel centralized industry, as cities were made possible by architectural 
developments, health provisions, transit facilities and telephone. He shows the effect 
on business of easier communication (typewriter and linotype machines); how water power, 
light, photography, movies, automobiles, airplanes, radio and chemistry are changing 
the pattern of life. Good reading. A new angle on social history. $3.75 





Kennedy, M.F. & Harlow, A.F. SCHOOLMASTER OF YESTERDAY Whittlesey House 


Ninety-nine years of teaching are spanned in this book as experienced by 
the author's grandfather, father and himself, which gives a detailed picture of the 
life of the times and the teacher's role in the community. Thomas Kennedy migrated 
from Kentucky to central Indiana, boarded with his pupils’ families, and struck a new 
note by his disbelief in corporal punishment, Ben, his son, lived under less rigorous 
conditions, but had new problems to face - greater attendance, the independence of pu- 
pils, and the necessity of taking examinations for a teacher's certificate. Finally 
the author's experiences as he witnessed the change from the close relationship of 
teacher and pupil to the impersonal attitude of larger educational institutions. Of 
interest primarily in educational circles, but the pleasant, patriarchal feel of the 


book may expand its appeal. $2.75 
August—2e af |b 
Litten, Irmgard BEYOND TEARS Alliance 


This is a story of dogged courege and hope against dangerous odds, as a 
German mother fights for the freedom of her son, a political interne in Germany. Us- 
ing every connection, every alley (often blind), every ounce of persuasion, energy and 
anger, she struggled for five years to learn whatwas happening to her boy. But en- 
meshed in the crisscross of red tape, evasions, lies and rudeness, she met with little 
success, hearing eventually of the death of her son. An unemotional account, perhaps 
more moving in its detachment, of a personal struggle against Naziism. With an intro- 
duction by Pierre Van Paasen, $2.50 
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August 28 Fd 


© Armitage, Merle THE UNITED STATES NAVY Longmans, Green 


Fortune in their November 1938 did a beautiful job which is the nearest 
analogy to this book. They covered the same field - there were better photographs - 
there seemed more depth of meaning to the text. This is a puzzling book. On first 
examination it might be a juvenile, but closer inspection shows that it needs more 
background than even the average layman has on matters pertaining to the Navy. There 
are statistics, charts, tables, but they are not complete nor conclusive, so it doesn't 
rank as a reference book. There is no index. A nice book for a quick pick-up, and 


the man knows his stuff, and has presented it carefully, accurately. $5.00 
August 29 
Simmons, Ernest J. DOSTOEVSKI: The Making of a Novelist Oxford 


This is a study of that confusing, ambivalent, difficult personality, 
Dostoevski, through his works - a litery evaluation rather than a biography, but one 
that is both comprehensive and elastic. There is little of his personal life save a 
mentioning of external events as they took place. The emphasis is on the psychology 
of the man as it influenced and is revealed by his writing, a dualistic spirit who was 
never to breach the impasse between head and heart, faith and reason. From Poor Folk, 
which revealed his determination to "depict all the depths of the human soul", to his 
great masterpieces at the end of his life, his works are analyzed. Rewarding, but for 
the scholar and student primarily. $3.00 


September ?? 
Le Rossignol, J.E. FROM MARX TO STALIN Crowell 


This is an exhaustive and critical reappraisal of Socialism in its inception 
‘and its developments, particularly Marxian philosophy as then interpreted and now devel- 
oped. As background for the study, he goes back to Plato, the early Christians, and the 
Utopians. He studies the sources in the 18th century political and industrial revolu- 
tion, and the steps by which history brought it down to Lenin and Stalin, with British 
and American socialism taking a middle of the road stand. He shows how the strategy 
and tactics of socialism depart from the program of Marx; he redefines dialecticalma- 
terialism as fundamental to understanding Communism. He reveals the weaknesses of the 
labor theory of value, acknowledges the contribution of capital to modern business, urg- 
ing that capital change and not to be destroyed. A book for thoughtful readers who wish, 
sincerely, to understand the strange turns that Socialism has made in recent years. 
Where its ideals have gone, and how its evil advocates have betrayed it. Not for light 
reading. $3.00 


Curran, Henry H. MAGISTRATES COURT Scribner 


I don't know just what the market is for this book, but I found it delight— 
ful reading. A group of twenty sketches drawn from actual cases and characters that 
come before the Chief Magistrate of N.Y.C. He has to combine the wisdom of Solomon, 
with the wit and humor of Will Rogers, the social awareness of Jane Adams. Street 
eo walkers, quarreling women, upset children, truck drivers who have run over pedestrians, 

brewery bums, dope fiends ~ a strange galaxy of figures. The judge deak with them as 
human beings, and a sure genius emerges from these sincere sketches. $2.00 
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Weidman, Jerome LETTER OF CREDIT Simon & Schuster 


This is a completely original + and completely cockeyed travel book. Act- 
ually it breaks all the laws of reasonable expectations. The author (I Can Get It For 
You Wholesale) traveled around the world, while the world was turning topsy turvy, and 
he was almost home again before he recognized one tiny atom of real enjoyment or pro- 
fit. He had done those things that he ought not to have done and left undone those 
things that he ought to have done. He did get a thrill out of a harbor or two, but most 
of the way he was bored or homesick or both. Viewed as a wholly uncanonical journal of 
a round the world traveler, I should define it as a bad case of growing pains, with in- 
creasingly strong doses of antitoxin delivered successively, from England to the South 
Seas, taking effect just as he faced the last lap, knew he was homeward bound, and that 


England was at war. A much more interesting psychological experiment than travel book. 
$2.50 ? 


September 3 


Roberts, W. Adolphe THE CARIBBEAN The Story Of Our Sea of Destiny Bobbs, Merrill 
An excellent and comprehensive survey of the history of the Caribbean, but 
not a book for the average traveler, unless he demands a serious study of the place of 
the Caribbean in worlddhistory. At the moment, that problem is uppermost in many minds - 
what is the next act in the Caribbean drama, a drama that opened with Columbus and that 
comes down to a watchful Britain, guarding the French colonial possessions from enemy 
aggression, and a watchful Pan-American group determined that no new European power 
shall step in. Put among the background books having to to with countries involved in 


the war (since there seems to lie the best market today). 8 illustrations - 13 maps. 
$3.50 


September 4 ,/ 


Perry, Evadna raus CRAFTS FOR FUN Morrow 


This book is being reported also in the juvenile section, and recommended 
highly for use by teachers and parents. For adults, either craving some creative out- 
let for their faculties, or convalescent or invalided, this is an excellent single book 
coverage of most of the basic crafts - leather work, weaving, stenciling, book binding, 
metal work, etc., etc. Elementary principles of design, tools, materials and methods, 
skillfully presented. Bibliographies for further study follow each section, and an ap- 
pendix gives lists of places for securing materials. Author is art supervisor, in Calif- 
ornia. $3.00 


September 5 


Lederer, Emil STATE OF THE MASSES Norton 
The Threat of the Classless Society 


This is aimed at the man in the street, not at the sociologist and the ec- 
onomist, and as such is to be commended for its clarity, lucidityand precision. Al- 
though the author makes no attempt to fit his picture into current history, his concep- 
tion of what the modern development, the elimination of classes and the welding of the 
masses into a unit, swayed by a leader raises the question of how long such a mass soci- 
ety can exist. He shows how this trend has developed in modern Italy, modern Germany. 
He claims that social stratification is essential to progress, since masses are kept 
at white heat, on an emotional pitch. He analyzes the dictator techinque, the protec- 
tion against explosion, the use of propaganda. But he shows how there has been no preé- 
edent in history for today's type. A challenging and original approach. $2. 50 





Mc? © eee aa ee Mea eee 














ERTIES RS Re ME = 


cee ae 


Let i 


TES 


So een Se 









PP SAE SENS NBER SA SOR CTI 








August 1, 1940 Non-fiction - 357 - 


September 6 


Strong, Anna Louise MY NATIVE LAND Viking 


A liberal - a radical, one might say, comes back to her own country after 
years in Russia, and stays to find much toomuch to praise and much to condemn. She tra- 
vels by car from the Northwest to the Southeast, talking to all sorts and conditions 
of men, — employed and unemployed, CCC workers, WPA, politicians, strikers, labor lead- 
ers, industrialists, administrators, educators, She sees the Coulee Dam, the T V A, 
lumber camps, industrial plants. She strives to catch the spirit of her native land - 
and to weigh its virtues against those of Soviet Russia, which she recognizes through 
its regimentation, poverty and militarism. She is now critical, now praising the Pres- 
ident. Not a book for the ultra-conservative, but a book written sincerely and sympa- 
thetically. It might be defined as the woman's side of Let The People Talk. $2.75 


September 9 
Nathan, Robert A WINTER TIDE Knopf 


* The first poetry from Robert Nathan in five years, two sonnet sequences and 
then a group of poems dealing with the world of today, a world of violence and warfare 
and exile. The title of the collection is drawn from the first sonnet sequence, a win- 
ter which sees no spring ahead. The second cycle is in soft, pastoral mood. Really 
quite lovely poetry, with a certain classical simplicity and grace, keyed to eye and 
ear rather than thought. $2.00 


Maynard, Lorraine & Miscall, Lawrence BELLEVUE Messner 


Backstage in one of America's largest, and leading, city hospitals, New 
York's Bellevue, playing up the human, rather than the medical or functional aspects 
of the life there. After giving a brief history of the hospital, and vindicating certain 
criticisms brought to bear upon the institution, the authors settle down to case racon- 


- tage, from gangsters to drunks to millionaire accident cases, etc. A rather second- 





rate level of material, laboriously written. $2.50 
September 10 


Bailey Philip A. GOLDEN MIRAGES Macmillan 


In line with the Dobie books, Coronado'’s Children, Apache Gold and Yaqui 
Silver, are these tales of lost mines, treasures, caches in deserts, mountains and mis- 
sions, variations on the theme of the Lost Pegleg Mine. From legends, yarns, personal 
experiences of gold hunters, and newspaper accounts,tales of Indian and Spanish hoards, 
dangerous searches, ghosts and hauntings are spun - and the "burro" prospector, rather 
than the modern day seeker, honored. Good material of Western wealth hunters. $3.00 


September 13 
Aaberg, Jean L. DON'T PHONE MOTHER Penn 


A flip but practical how-to-do book, telling you how to run your job as a 
wife without becoming a pain in the neck to your husband. Marketing, kitchen require- 
ments, housekeeping, cleaning, laundry, servants, recipes and menus, where to live and 
how to live, Not a detailed book, but a goodish skeleton plan for success without suc- 
cumbing. Gift for new brides, pickmeup for oldtimers. $1.00 
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September 16 


Wall, E.Berry NEITHTR PEST NOR PURITAN Dial 


Uppercrust biography, without any nutritious filling, of a self-exiled 
American. Running through two fortunes, saved by a carefully guarded third, Wall 
knew New York society and the fleshpots, horse racing, good living, and sports. He 
next turned to Europe for greener fields, and found it wholly palatable to his taste 
for "relaxation". Here is a panorama of socialites, of cosmopolitan circles, titled 
and untitled, as he tells of his war and post-war activities, eulogizes his wife, and 
provides a book for the Lehr market. Class conscious, and minor. $3.50 


September 18 ; 
Vv 


O'Faolain, Sean AN IRISH JOURNEY Longmans Green 


* Here recaptured, after a journey through Ireland, are the very elusive 
gualities which go to make up that rich-poor land. O'Faolain's focus is on the Ireland 

of the people, the smalltowns, and the personalities of these, from Kilkenny to Cork, 
Galway to Londonderry to Belfast. Casual encounters in pubs with local notables or 

priests or shopkeepers fill these pages, pages which are alternately gay or nostalgic 

but consistently realistic. He portrays a country struggling to find a formula of life 

as between the old traditions and the new - a country caught in "the dead tradition of 
nationalism gone stale and religion gone sour", but a country still vital in spirit, 

in its legends and music, pride and individualism. And underneath is his great feel- aie 
ing for the native land which he commemorates in his soft toned, melodic prose. $3.50 


Thurber, James FABLES FOR OUR TIME Harper 


Save for a few illustrated famous poems, these are all of Thurber's latest 
New Yorkerana, fables in modern dress —- and nimble nonsense. Most of the familiar 
Aesop ones are there with a fairy tale and a few Thurber originals thrown in for good 
measure. In each case there is a modern variation of the old story, with ironic per- 
“™"Nersion of familiar truths - and some neat pun morality lines. You know him, you like 
him - or you don't. We do. $2.50 


Wrinn, Mary J. J. COCK ON THE RIDGE Harper 


A collection of poems, some of which have appeared in newspapers, Poetry 
magazine, etc., varied but of unequal merit. A good many of the poems are rustic, 
country scenes and country rounds, on to love lyrics and verse in lighter vein. An 
equally large selection of verse forms, from the ballad to the Japanese hokku. Fem- 
inine, occasionally fragile, but not outstanding. $2.00 


September 20 


Pitkin, Walter W. ESCAPE FROM FEAR Doubleday,Doran 


The old order is smashed, everyone is fearful of what is round the corner. 
Here are recipes for patching up the pieces. Pitkin shows that there is - no matter 
what happens ~ much to live for. He presents case histories of those who haven't 
found interests and what happens to them. He urges facing the world of the future, 
training children for emergencies, recognizes escapism when it confronts us, and sub- 
stituting for it teamwork, versatility, flexibility, in seeking hobbies, interest in 
Own work, the public good. Might be called A New Character and How to Get it. Pitkin 
has a faculty for giving the helping hand where it is needed. ~— 
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Announcing for September 20 


_ Johnson, James Seldon & 
J. Rosamond THE BOOKS OF AMERICAN NEGRO SPIRITUALS Viking 


Originally 2 volumes at $3.50 each. Now spiral bound in 1 volume at $2.95 
September 23 
Greenbie, Marjorie Barstow MY DEAR LADY Whittlesey House 


* This is the amazing story of Anna Ella Carroll, a forgotten woman, and the 
"great unrecognized member of Lincoln's Cabinet", one of those gently born women who, 
in spite of time and place, was a prime mover. Of aristocratic Maryland descent, she 
was interested in politics as a young girl. With the failure of the family fortunes, 
she went to Washington, earned her own way as a sort d public relations counsel, pam- 
phlet writer, social adviser, and when working for Lincoln's election, won his confi- 
dence. With the war, she kept Maryland for the Union, propagandizing, mapping out a 
Western campaign that was eventually followed, and plotting the successful fall of 
Vicksburg. On the eve of recognition for her services, Lincoln was killed, and her 
chances ruined through masculine jealousy and political shenanigans. Another view of 
American history, overflowing with political and national figures, behind the scenes 
machinations, and controversial interpretations. $2. 95 


September 24 
@ Benet, William Rose WITH WINGS AS EAGLES Dodd, Mead 


These are ballads and narrative poems of the air, with an easy, swift momen- 
tum in key with the contents, colloquial - if not poetic - in manner. The poems deal 
with famous flights, from the Wrights to Bleriot to Glenn Curtiss to Earhart, Lindbergh 
and Byrd — kittyhawk, clipper and dirigible. Readable, but negligent in versification 


> prosaic. $2.00 
Edwin Way THE GOLDEN THRONG 1sJ2> Dodd, Mead 


Teale, 


Teale has made this fascinating subject - the bees - his own, so that even 
those who know their Fabre and their Maeterlinck will find something fresh and new 
in the way Teale has shared his own findings and his own experiences. He breaks some 
legends — and reenforces others; he liberally colors his sober account of the bees with 
anecdotes. And he illustrates his text with seventy fine photographs, showing at close 
range the wonders of bee life. Good background material for professional. $3.50 


Jones, h. Spencer LIFE ON OTHER WORLDS Macmillan 


Pretty scientific, this, and not likely to be of interest outside the techni- 
cal field of astronomers and scientists. He explores the solar system as understood 
today; he studies the necessary conditions for life; he indicates, by inference, how 
such approximate conditions could exist © on other planets, but considers that the 
chances are weighted against such survivals. If they exist, they would undoubtedly be 
quite remote from our understanding. He makes no mention of the possibility of human 


life. Mars he defines as burned out; Venus as coming into her own. $3.00 
@ October ?? 
Hardy, Thomas UNDER THE GREENWOOD TREE Macmillan 


Claire Leighton has made sixty engravings for this new edition. She knows 
the Hardy country intimately and her name is a sure attraction. $3.00 
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October 1 
ee Peattie, Donald Culross-ed. AUDUBON'S AMERICA Houghton, Mifflin 
** Here's a book on which you can do a job. You've got the Audubon name, 


which I don't think has been oversold. And the Peattie name which gives it a certain 
eclat. There are 18 full colore, double page reproductions from the little known 
Quadrupeds, as well as from the more familiar Birds. There are portraits and unpub- 
lished sketches, And the biographical section, and introductory notes by the editor, 
preceding each item from Audubon's own writings, gives the book added interest and 
value. The publishers are supplying a good looking prospectus in full color, and 
there is a special offer of an extra set of the Audubon prints free with orders placed 
before publication. There is to be a limited edition of not less than 500 and not more 
than 990 copies, to be apportioned on basis of orders received. hts will seil at 
$12.50....Now for comment on the book itself. I expected it to be a-scissors and 
paste job, and was delightfully surprised to find the material fresh and new. Peattie 
in his own Stnging in the Wilderness has revealed his knowledge of his subject. Now 
he has studied other sources and given, in this, his well-weighed and considered fin~ 
al version of Audubon's life. He has made careful selection from Audubon's diaries, 
journals, and other writings. And the whole gives a picture of the man, not only as 
naturalist and artist, but as shop-keeper, traveler, friend, husband and adventurer 

in life. Don't miss the chance for plus sale. : $6.00 


2 erat AZIRORS S 


Edgett, Edwin F. I SPEAK FOR MYSELF An Edttor in his World Macmillan 


This is primarily a book for Boston and environs - and for those who 
stem from Boston and have traditions of New England, of the old Transcript, of books : 
and the theatre. In this leisurely, meandering account of his life, from the mellow q 
viewpoint of 73, one gets a full length portrait of the author, and glimpses of many 
notables who people his life. Family background, early experiences in writing, school- 
ing - and then the desired position on the Transcript, shortly after graduation. Forty 
years of service - paralleling work as publicity agent for Frohman and Hackett, in Bos- 
ton, and for Boston theatres. Gently told reminiscences, with excursions into bypaths; 
‘appreciations of his friends and associates; journeys down,discussions on book review- 

A ing, on make-up, genial sketches of Harvard faculty members, remembrances of the Bos- 
ton Museum, the various theatres, the leading authors and actors. All told, a very hu- 
man book, $3.00 








ert 


Haight, Frank Arnold A HISTORY OF FRENCH COMMERCIAL POLICIES Macmillan 


Very specialized market for this, the first of a propoeposed series on 
world commercial problems. For the student, it may be vital, at this time, to have a 
detailed and comprehensive picture of the historical background, the developments, and 
the present status of economic systems, as they are affected by changing tariff restric- 
tions, French quotas, colonial policies etc. This is an exhaustive treatise, consid- 
ering not only France, but other European nations linked with France, and the French 
colonial possessions. Library and college market. Business libraries in special fields. 








$2.50 
October 2 
Beals, Carleton THE GREAT CIRCLE Lippincott 
ee This seems to be left-overs of this and that, pretty much of a _  potpour- q 





ri, a personal chronicle, in Beals’ usual high-spirited and high-colored manner. He \ 
opens with Valencia, prior to the war, then on to Africa, Islam, Algiers, Tunis, where 
the exploitation of North Africa by the French promises a Fascist heyday; Sicily, Rome, 
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Greece, Turkey, finally Russia, and the most interesting section of the book. Odessa 
and the oil fields of Baku, Moscow-met throughout by hostility to the outsider, locked 
doors and jacked-up prices, and a people under the throttlehold of a dictator. Then 
Berlin on the eve - and Mexico, for the last third of the book. He rehashes the old 
political machinations of Calles, the murders of Obregon and Machado. Most of the ma- 
terial is from five to ten years old, and lacks his customary timeliness. But he has 
always a flair for the dramatic and the human. $3.00 


Announcing for October 47 
Cushing, Dr. Harvey THE LIFE OF SIR WILLIAM OSLER Oxford 


Popular priced edition of this great work, published in two volumes in 


1925 at $2.50. Now reissued in one volume, unabridged and illustrated. $5.00 
October 4 
Jacoby, Oswald OSWALD JACOBY ON POKER Doubleday, Doran 


(Originally reported, 3/15/40-for May publication.) "The bridge master 
gives some inside information on the various types of poker. He shows how to study 
your opponent, what to watch for; he brings out the psychological aspects of the game, 
shows how the play of the cards means more than the cards." Foreword by Grantland 
Rice and introduction by William McKenney. $1.00 


Malone, Dumas A BIOGRAPHY OF EDWIN A ALDERMAN Doubleday, Doran 


To graduates of the University of North Carolina, Tulane and University of 
Virginia - and to many Southerners - the name of Alderman may carry weight. But this 
seems solely a memorial job, of slight interest outside the field of education, for 
three fine colleges grew in stature under his administration. This is his life story, 
drawn from letters, papers, addresses. He contributed to popular education, to the ex- 
tension of the craft of teaching; he was an evangelist crusading for popular and social 


WA functions of education, for the underprivileged and the Negro. But the book makes dull 
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reading. $3.50 
October 7 


Asbury, Herbert GEM OF THE PRAIRIE Knopf 
An Informal History of the Chicago Underworld 


° Another panel of American crime, rounding out the national picture to which 
he has contributed The Barbary Coast, The French Quarter, The Gangs of New York. This 
is the story of Chicago's wideopen illegalities - and the often unsuccessful attempts 

at reform. Madames, whores, pimps - cutthroats, robbers, murders, gamblers, hoodlums - 
present day gangsters and racketeers, - not a pretty picture, but a colorful one. racily 
told, liberally splashed with superlatives, with biographies of the outstanding figures, 
be they politicos, police or criminals. Lusty, bawdy, making Chicago's fame for wicked- 
ness thoroughly understandable. Well up to the best of the previous books. [I1l'd. 

$3.50 


October 8 


Roberts, Cecil AND SO TO BATH Macmillan 


It took him three months, to travel this three hour road. He stopped here 
and there to wander through castles, gardens and parks, to let a forgotten portrait or 
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Here past and present meet, as Roberts resurrects social and 
past events, whether they be historical or legendary. 
be pigeonholed by people and places that reveal the 


course of history along a partly obliterated track." His excursion into the past, in 
company with an enthusiastic student and an all-enlightened Miss Whissit, unearths 


old tales and old traditions. Leisurely, appreciative trivia for specialty market. 
$3.00 


tombstone tell its story. 
literary ghosts, past vogues.. 
For he was more than glad "to 


October 12-7F 5 
Le 

Bermosche, M. MD. A SURGEON EXPLAINS TO THE LAYMAN Simon & Schuster 

If you must talk about your operation, might as well know all the details - 
so here's the dope. A 100% explanatory job, which takes the average operation and the 
average man, outlines symptoms, causes, modus operandi, after effects - and a certain 
amount of historical background. He includes such routine things as gallstones, fe- 
male generative organs, tonsils, stomach operations, herniam, hemorrhoids, kidneys, 
growths, plastic surgery, chest, brain and heart, and certain types of accidents. No 
more, no less than it sets out to be - and should remove fears with removing mysteries. 
Wa $3.00 


/ ae 
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Montague, Dr. Joseph F. THE BROADWAY STOMACH bef Simon & Schuster 


Tentative title for a book on what urban living and urban pace can do to the 
digestion, in the way of ulcers, acidity, indigestion, gastritis, dyspepsia, bilious- 
ness, gallstones, colitis, constipation, cancer, appendicitis, etc. How to recognize 
symptoms and what to do about them (dangerous knowledge for the layman); diets; doc- 
toring only by physicians (that's better), hospitalization, allergies, alcohol, MNico- 
tine and other stimulants. He runs the gamut - and discusses all balancing aspects 
of a healthy life somewhat breezily. Revealing reading on how you feel as you do and 
why. A hypochondriac could work up some fine new troubles, though he advocates care 
and intelligence. $2.00 


Too Many Late Comers - But What Can One Do? 
(Where not already published, dates indicated) 


Van de Water, Frederic F. THE CIRCLING YEAR John Day 


Another aspect of the Van de Waters' conversion to country living. A de- 
lightful semi-humorous, semi-philosophical excursion down the twelvemonth. Any coun- 
try liver will recognize the symptoms — the enthusiasms -— the deepening of country 


roots - and share with them the rich rewards of substituting a Vermont farm for a N.Y.C. 


apartment. $2.00 


Benet, Stephen Vincent NIGHTMARE AT NOON Y yy Farrar & Rinehart 


Panorama of today's march of terrorism, brutality and lost liberties - of 
the threat to America as Norway, Holland, Finland fall. Eight pages of vigorous free 
verse. Special item, which can be bought in lots of not less than 100 for $10.00 per 
100. This in paper covers for special distribution. | Regular trade edition $ .50 


Kennedy, John F. WHY ENGLAND SLEPT Wilfred Funk 


How much of the great mistake can be attributed to England ~ how much to her 
leaders - and how much to those principles we share in common, a democratic form of gov- 
ernment based on a capitalist economy. This traces England's disarmament and rearmament 


aS a sense of false security after victory, as confidence in the League, as spending 
money in other directiuus lulled them to slecp. suzzy judgment under Baldwin — dis- 
counting Germany's growing powers; Chamberlain and the start to rearm blocked by 
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technical and industrial problems; Munich the only choice at the time. The conclusion 
that rigid measures alone can block totalitarianism - plus tne belief that war is un- 


avoidable. That America has still to learn. Well grounded in fact. But will America 
listen? $2.00 
Chamberlain, Samuel PORTSMOUTH, N.H. Hastings House 


OLD MARBLEHEAD 


Two more little volumes of photographic impressions, preserving American 
landmarks, and giving people who cannot see for themselves a fine impression of the 
New England scene. The Portsmouth volume does more for architectural details and ex- 
teriors and interiors; the Marblehead volume will appeal to those who like atmosphere 
and waterfront bits. Both have Chamberlain's unfailing gift for the pictorial quality. 

Each $1.25 


Virginia Writers' Project THE NEGRO IN VIRGINIA Hastings House 


This is more than the routine guidebook series - in fact quite outside 
that field. It is in brief a profile of the Negro, for though the emphasis is on the 
Virginia Negro, and that state is used as a source of information, the outline of facts, 
the anecdotal material, the general picture gives a fair presentation of the Southern 
Negro from 1619 to the present day. Should be of interest to all markets where books 


on the subject are circulated, A very human picture, finely presented. Fine photos. 
$2.50 


Richard, Lena NEW ORLEANS COOK BOOK Houghton, Mifflin 


* A famous New Orleans cateress shares her culinary secrets in a honey of a 
cookbook. Anyone who has been in New Orleans homes - and the justifiably renowned 
restaurants, has wistful memories of crawfish bisque, of baked turtle, of sauces that 
are not duplicated anywhere else in this country, of gumbos and pecan pies and all 
sorts of things that tickle the palate and spoil the figure. Here's a road map to 
them for your cwn kitchen. I'm taking a few days off to experiment. Introduction by 
Gwen Bristow. $2.00 


August 14 vy 


Carpenter, Charles &. PRIVATE ENTERPRISE AND DEMOCRACY Longmans, Green 


Jacket, binding, format and title are all formidable, but the content is 
a very intelligent survey of the failings of the democratic system, along with an ob- 
vious desire to find a way out, and to maintain capitalism. He thinks business has 
the intelligence necessary to save itself, with full cooperation from government. 
The author is Professor of Law at Southern California, but is no stickler for legal- 


ities. He discusses taxes, profit sharing, price adjustment, reforms, social legis- 

lation and urges business to tackle these problems in order to preserve our economic 

system. $2.50 ~ 
August 8 

American Guide Series MARYLAND Oxford 


The fact that this is an addition to a series deservedly well-established 
will give it entree. And it is hard to put a finger on why this seems less satisfac- 
tory than the others — but such is the case. One puts it down, if one knows Maryland, 
with a feeling that though the bald facts are there (history, architectural features, 
general information on agriculture, industry, religion, education et al, with the main 
cities given their due, and the tours adequately charted) - one still has missed the 
Special charm of such places as Annapolis, the town, not the Academy, of the Eastern 
Shore, of Baltimore itself. It seems a bit cut and dried - and Maryland isn't. From 
the point of view of format, it is as good as they come - a nice jacket (although not 
@ particularly characteristic one), and fine photographs. $2.75 
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Four Titles For Special Listings 


Harewood, The Rt. Hon. the Earl of - (Ed.) Lippincott | q 
FLAT RACING 


* Long awaited volume on flat racing, for which orders date years back, when 
it was first announced. Fill those now and take new ones, for racing is a sport where 
money is “easy come, easy go" so the $7.50 angle. Every race fan, be he trainer, owner, 
jockey, crook, will be fascinated by the completeness of the coverage this volume affords. 
A whole library couldn't do a better job. Contents include the origin and history of 
the British thoroughbred, principles of heredity, evolution of racing, handicapper, 
starter, judge, the stud farm, conformation of the race horse, action of the racehorse, 
training, jockeyship, the tote, arrangement and running of race courses — and racing in 
America. Beautifully illustrated by reproductions of prints and paintings. Have you 

a local race meet? If so, do a window around this book. Track officials will lend 

you cups, trophies, colors to make it attractive. Sure to be one of the biggest lead- 
ers in the Sporting Book field this Pall, so get your stock and g0 after your racing 


fans. $7. 50 
Blair, Laurence THE GARDEN CLINIC Macmillan 
* A supplementary report (based on the finished book) is due this valuable 





addition to your Garden List. The original report appeared on page 243, June ist. 

"Make no mistake" writes Gene Simmonds, "this is not just another garden book. It is a 
good one. Good because it answers all the major requisites of a garden book. It is 
definite and thorough in dealing with the well-known and not-too-rare garden flowers. 
The author's drawings show blooms, stems, foliage, roots, planting and pruning diagrams; 
spraying directions, dealing with pests and blights. What you need to know in text and 
pictures you can understand, whether you are rank amateur or baffled old-timer. To sell 
this book - and now's the time, as well as Fall (when doing over a garden) or Spring 
(when laying it out) - show the copies opened to various types of pages, and illustrate 
with actual plants and tools to illustrate the points. $2.00 








Winnington-Ingram, A..F. The Rt. Rev. Longmans, Green 
FIFTY YEARS WORK IN LONDON 





* More than simply a Religious Book, this autobiography of one of the most 
beloved menin the Church, the Bishop of London. As simply and charmingly as he has 
lived, he has told his story. An inspiring, entertaining record full of the joys, sor- 
rows and tragedy of a great city. His comment on Edward VIII is characteristic of the 
man's greatness, his sympathy and understanding. His personal humility is of a type all 
toorare. Recommend this book confidently, for the market is much wider than the ordin- 
ary listing might indicate. Bishop Ingram ~ though retired — has come forward in the 


present crisis, answering his country's need. $3.00 
August 7 
Carbery, Mary THE FARM BY LOUGH GUR a Longmans, Green 


The story of Mary Fogarty (Sissy O'Brien) has been selected as the Catholic 
Book of the Month for August. It is a story of Irish country life, that captures the 
lush green beauty and mystery of Ireland. The fiddler and the fairies, the spell of 
the lake and its enchantment. A book for the traveler who knows Ireland and loves it, 
for those who like Irish tales and Irish writers. Not a book for the church market 
only, but merits a plus sale in other fields, $2.00 £_ 
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PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Page 


Carrick & Evans 
Robertson, Willard— MOON TIDE- Definite date 8/26 256 


Doubleday, Doran 
Holbrook, R.- KATY'S QUILT (J)- from 8/9 to 8/23. Junior Literary 
Guild Selection 274 


Voska & Irwin- SPY AND COUNTERSPY- from 9/6 to 9/20 265 


Farrar & Rinehart 
Haines, D.H-—- PRO QUARTERBACK (J)— Note correct spelling of author's 


name — Donal. 336 

Matschat, C.H.—- PREACHER ON HORSEBACK- from 8/12 to 10/10 305 

Minnigerode, M.-—- THE TERROR OF PERU- Published 7/29 instead of 6/5. 235 

Wildes, H.- THE DELAWARE- from 7/22 to 8/8 285 

Wilson, W.E.- Title from THE BIG KNIFE to BIG KNIFE (J) 335 
Houghton Mifflin 

De Vries, P.— BUT WHO WAKES THE BUGLER~ postponed to 8/19 232 

Falstaff, Jake- JACOBY'S CORNERS- from 7/23 to 8/12 256 

Strasser, Otto- HITLER AND I~from 7/30 to 8/21 291 

Todd, Helen- A MAN NAMED GRANT- from 8/13 to 8/20 205 

Tuttle, W.C.— SHOTGUN GOLD- from 7/23 to 8/12 218 

White, E.O.- THE HOUSE ACROSS THE WAY (J)- Definite date 9/24 333 
Little Brown 

Griscom, L.C.— DIPLOMATICALLY SPEAKING-from 9/12 to 9/23 296 
Prentice Hall 

Anonymous— REFUGEE- from 9/9 to 9/23 295 
Simon & Schuster 

Flexner, A.- I REMEMBER- Definite date 9/12 223 

Martin, B.- ALFRED (J)- Definite date 9/10 273 

Rumsey, A.~ WHEN THE BOUGH BREAKS— Definite date 8/22 231 
Viking 

Carr, A.— MEN OF POWER (J)- from 9/2 to 9/18 338 


THE NEW YORK OFFICE CALENDAR - AUGUST 15th to SEPTEMBER ist. 


August 15- 
Brooks, Van Wyck- NEW ENGLAND: INDIAN SUMMER (Dutton) 351 
Burman, B.L.- BIG RIVER TO CROSS (John Day) 244 
Gruber, F.- THE LAUGHING FOX (Farrar & Rinehart) 238 
August 16- i 
MacLeish, Archibald- THE IRRESPONSIBLES (Duell, Sloan & pearce) 262 
Scherf, Margaret— THE CORPSE GROWS A BEARD (Putnam) 287 
August 20- 
Roothaert, A.— DUTCH VET (Macmillan) 284 
Todd, Helen- A MAN NAMED GRANT (Houghton Mifflin) 205 
August 21- 
August, John- RAIN BEFORE SEVEN (Little Brown) 257 
Benchley, Belle- MY LIFE IN A MAN MADE JUNGLE (Little Brown) 293 
De Voto, Bernard- MINORITY REPORT (Little Brown) 
34 


Kelland, C.B.~ VALLEY OF THE SUN (Harper) 
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THE NEW YORK OFFICE CALENDAR (Continued) 








Page 

August 22- 

Chase, Stuart- IDLE MONEY IDLE MEN (Harcourt Brace) 353 

Hoellering, Franz— THE DEFENDERS (Little Brown) 258 

Rumsey, A.- WHEN THE BOUGH BREAKS (Simon & Schuster) 231 

Simenon- MAIGRET ABROAD (Harcourt Brace) 348 
August 23- 

Golding, Louis ~ THE WORLD I KNEW (Viking) 313 

Patterson, Isabele IF IT PROVE FAIR WEATHER (Putnam) 305 

Woodward & Amherst— THE BOWLING GREEN MURDERS (Random House) 310 
August 28- 

Burlingame, Roger~ ENGINES OF DEMOCRACY (Scribner) 354 

Mann, Thomas- THE BELOVED RETURNS (dnopf) 281 

O'FPaclain, S.- COME BACK TO ERIN (Viking) 283 

Robertson, Willard- MOON TIDE (Carrick & Evans) 281 
August 27~ 

Buchan, John- PILGRIM'S WAY (Houghton Mifflin) 231 
August 30- 

Caldwell, Erskine- JACKPOT (Duell Sloan & Pearce) 341 

Holmes, H.N.— NINE TIMES NINE (Duell Sloan & Pearce) 349 

Hutchinson, ReC.- THE FIRE AND THE WOOD (Farrar & Rinehart) 199 

Rice, Elinor- ACTION IN HAVANA (Duell Sloan & Pearce) 341 

Please Add These Titles To Your August ist to 15th Calendar 

August 1i- 

Laski, Harold J.- THE AMERICAN PRESIDENCY (Harper) 351 \. 
August 9- 

Tolischus, Otto D.- THEY WANTED WAR (Reynal & Hitchcock) 351 
August 12- 

Truax, Rhoda- THIS DYNASTY OF DOCTORS (Bobbs Merrill) 339 


Please Note: THIS IS WENDELL WILLKIE by Wendell Willkie, scheduled for publication 
on August ist by Dodd Mead will be postponed. As soon as there is any 
material available, it will be reported. 
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PICTURE BOOKS 
d'Aulaire, Ingri & Edgar Parin ANIMALS EVERYWHERE Doubleday, Doran 


This is a puzzler. It goes without saying thatthe pictures by this popu- 
lar team are lovely, the reproduction excellent. The format - a panorama, like some 
of the now inaccessible foreign ones, spread out over a goodly expanse of floor space, 
and on one side in full color you have fifty odd animals, from all parts of the world, 
with running captions telling where they are to be found, which will give the panorama 
value for somewhat older children, while making the recognition value for little chil- 
dren still good. Reverse the spread, and you get the back view of the same pictures 
in black and white, with the captions giving the semse of sound each animal makes, 
again a popular feature with fairly young children. Now here is where my question 
comes in. Many of the animals included are unfamiliar to small children. The rela- 
tion of each animal to the climate, arctic, temperate, tropical, is not of interest 
to picture—book age. The captions demand some background of geographical knowledge 
and understanding. It is a good idea. I wish it might have been more simply carried 
out. Strongly made panoramas are badly needed, but the real need is for panoramas 
that are self-sufficient, that are simple enough to serve their own purpose, without 





adult intervention, I don't think this accomplishes that end. Buy and sell with care. 

The d'Aulaire name is good. (6/23) $1.25 
iF 

Hutton, Clarke A COUNTRY ABC Oxford 





Pretty far-fetched, this attempt to fit into an ABC book things associated 
with the country, for one has to go far afield for things unfamiliar to the ABC age 
group, -— vetch, yarrow, newts, kestrel, etc. to fill out the alphabet. The pictures, 
to the adult eye, are effective, but to the small fry, they are not direct enough to 
be recognizable. Cloth binding. (9/298) | $2.00 


PICTURE STORY BOOKS 


Goodwin, John B. L. THE PLEASANT PIRATE xnopf 


* This bridges the gap for small readers who need more pictures than story, 
but is still in the picture book class, with its double spreads and pictures on every 
page, half of them in gay colors. Story of a fierce pirate who, under the right treat-e 
ment, reforms, and makes life brighter for the deserted Mrs. Dooley and her children. 
A nonsense tale, with undercurrents that parents will enjoy in picturing the welcome(?) 
the family will get when they walk in on the recalcitrant husband far away. The Warren 
Chappell pictures would make superb nursery friezes -— they have that bold effect and 
a tell the story which the text supplements. (9/186) $2.00 
Mexenny . Margaret HOW THE HURRICANE HELPED Knopf 
A brief text and pictures -— somewhat stylized - by Winifred Bromhall, in 
color and line, tell a pleasant story about how the hurricene helped bring Peggy and 





- 368 - 
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and Teddy the playmates they wanted, and moved all the houses to the orchard where they 
wished to be. I wonder how much it would mean to inland city children? (9/18) $1.25 | ( 


Jahn, Mary Lee DEEDO AND FAWNY Oxford 
A lovely looking book, but there is nothing juvenile about it. Perhaps 
the young artist is too near - and yet not near enough - to have the perspective on 
the child response to the lovely decorative quality of her misted outlines and soft 
The book seems too big —an outsize picture book format - for small 


The story tells of two little deer and their friends of the woods. f 
$2.00 i 


colors in crayon. 
arms to manage. 
(9/19) 


Lenski, Lois THE LITTLE TRAIN Oxford 


. This book, while artistically inferior to Deedo and Fawny is right up the 
alley of the average small boy and girl interest and understanding and appreciation. 
It is another - and the best - of the Small adventures. This time Mr. Small is an en- 
gineer, and the text and the pictures tell how the train works, and what the various 
signals mean, and helps answer the million and one questions that small children ask 
on their first train rides. The shape is slightly different from the three others 
(dealing with the little auto, airplane and sailboat), conforming somewhat to the pic- 
ture book shape, in smaller dimensions. Cloth binding. Nice clear type. Would serve 
as a good primer for those just beyond picture story books. (9/12) $ .75 


Tudor, Tasha THE COUNTY FAIR Oxford 


This is a sequel to the other story about the greedy Alexander, the gander. 
This time Sylvie Ann takes him to a County Fair where he behaves himself and wins a 
prize. The pictures have lovely coloring, but the faces are unpleasing and the story 


has a tendency to fall into the "“itzy bitzy" class. (9/28) $ .75 
de Brunhoff, Jean BABAR AND FATHER CHRISTMAS Random House 
* A bigger and better Babar than those of recent vintage - and a sure seller 


for the holiday trade. Tells the story of how Babar discovered that the elephant chil- 
dren wanted a visit from Santa Claus, of how he sets about finding him, and of how he 


brings him to elephant land. (9/3) $3.00 


Hurd, Clement THE RACE Random House 

Picture sequence of the monkey and the duck and the way they used various 
means of locomotion to win the race. Recalls technique of Disney pictures, and their 
ilk, done in bright crude colors. Cloth bound. (8/14) $1.50 


Austin, Margot TUMBLE BEAR Scribner 


This story of a shy—awkward little bear at the beach, of how two children 
playmates helped him learn to swim with pink water wings, is a slight tale, a bit coy, 
but with enough nonsense to appeal to some children. Text helped by the 


Matter of fact grey binding is dull. (9/9) 
$1. 50 


a bit precious, 
appealing pictures in black and white. 


Francoise THE STORY OF COLETTE Scribner 





A lovely looking book, but somewhat fragile in its board and paper covers. 
The illustrations are done in childlike technique and lovely soft colors, printed on a 
There is some degree of sameness about the artist's work, but it has 
Thisis the story of a little 


yellowish paper. 
a delightful quality, for children who don't want realism, 
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girl who “adopted” a succession cf animals - and they all lived together in a little 

house. Fantastic tale, but not intended to be anything else. (9/9) $1.50 
FIRST STEPS IN READING - Story Books 

Teilhet, Darwin & Hildegarde SKWEE-GEE | Doubleday, Doran 


Story of a Teddy Bear thrown aside by a spoiled boy, of his adventures in 
following his young owner to his city home, and of what happens when he gets there. 
Eventually, he finds a home with a child who loves all her toys. A moral is snugly | 
wrapped up in this story, which might be just the right one to bring home to other 
spoiled children. the error of their ways. Illustrated by Hardie Gramatky. (ete0) 'o/g 


$1.50 
Tousey, Sanford STAGECOACH SAM Doubleday, Doran 
* Tousey has a good story sense, particularly when he can base his plot on 
factual background of pioneer days in the West, This time his story has to do with 
stdgecoach travel, when bandits and adventures were still a factor. (9/20) $1.00 
Barnett, Grace & Olive BEADED BUCKSKIN Ox ford 


Wisconsin children at the turn of the century go to Montana to live on a 
ranch. They stumble on a mystery and in the solving of it they help save the ranch 
fortheir uncle. Readable enough story, but smallish type and bad format and pictures 
which strain so for the period that they seem to date the book unduly, may deter some 


readers. (9/19) ~1.50 
Beebe, Catherine THE CALENDAR Oxford 


Simple little tale with a moral too obviously developed, as three children 
discover, through the year, that each month has its own charms. Episodic ~ though the 


same characters go through each chapter. Pictures by Robb Beebe. (9/12) $1.25 
Wood, Esther BELINDA BLUE Longmans, Green 
* This is an original cat story, in which three prize winning cats, in the 


absence of their mistress, adopt an alley kitten. Eventually, the alley kitten wins 
the distinction of being preferred to its high-born advocates, by the little visitor 
from Nantucket. Enchanting pictures in crayon, beautifully reproduced - by Theresa 


falab. (8/21) $2.00 
Wood, Esther PEPPER MOON Longmans, Green 
* Another story of pets, though this time the scene is China, and the hero 


is a small Chinese boy whose pleadings for 2 dog are ignored by his family, until prog- 
ress from goldfish to a water buffalo cause such consternation that a dog is secured. 
I haven't seen the illustrations (by Laara Bannon), but if they compare with its com- 
panion volume illustations, these should make two popular animal plus children favor- 


ites. (8/28) $2.00 


Brann, Esther PATRICK GOES A-HUNTING Macmillan 


Patrick was just a small dog with long hair and long ears, but his ambition 
was to be a hunting dog. It took a lot of sad experiences to teach him - and his own 
ers - that he could even keep the rabbits out of the yard. A friendly story with nice 


pictures. (8/3) $1.00 
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Thomas, Eleanor BECKY AND TATTERS, A Brownie Scout Story Scribner 


* Here it is, in one package - a book that combines the basic principles of 

the Brownies, with a good story about might-—be-true small girls. Becky's mother needed 
the job of managing the apartment house, but Becky and the pup Tatters were on approval 
and had a struggle against bad luck to win through. Realistic account of natural scrapes 
and grand tie-up with the Brownies. Adorable pictures by Gertrude Howe. (8/19) $1.50 


Hill, Mabel Betsy JACK O'LANTERN FOR JUDY JO Stokes 


* I've always liked these Apple Market Street stories, and this is a good one. 
Judy Jo thinks it would be fun to take care of her little boy cousin, and she spends a 
long afternoon finding out all the problems and responsibilities involved. She ends by 
acknowledging that "babies were a lot of care — but darling too”. JIll'd by author. 


(8/30) $1.35 
Leaf, Munro JOHN HENRY DAVIS Stokes 


I suppose there is no use pointing out the fact that this isn't tops for 
Munro Leaf, that it is a poor title and a bad format, and a very obviously moral tale 
about a boy that was just too good and a boy that was just too bad. For in any case, a 
new book by Munro Leaf will sell. The moral of the story is this:- "Being tough is only 
another way of being awfully dumb and cheating yourself out of a lot of fun." (9/9) $1.00 


van Stockum, Hilda KERSTI AND ST. NICHOLAS Viking 


This is . disappointing, as a story, though the Holland background and the 
eight full pages in color and the other pictures in black and white will make it one of 
the most distinguished looking books of the season. As for the story itself, I found 
it less spontaneous, more deliberately manufactured than her earlier books, and I should 
think that parents would hesitate a bit before giving their children a story of a mis- 
chievous little girl who adroitly manoeuvred St. Nicholas into a position where the bad 
children were rewarded and the good children overlooked. Vocabulary seems gauged above 


interest level - another factor to consider in selling this book. So watch out. (10/11) 
(J.L.G. ) $2.00 


FIRST STEPS IN READING - Fact Books 


Flower, Enola A CHILD'S HISTORY OF CALIFORNIA Caxton 


This book is needed, and although it is not ideal, it will fill a real 
niche. It is gauged for the vocabulary and interest level of the third and fourth grad- 
er, who is studying California history. Occasionally, the author talks down to her audi- 
ence, occasionally she repeats herself. But on the whole, she tells the robust story of 
California's early and checkered career, smoothly and with enough of anecdote and human 
interest to carry the somewhat complex pattern. The text is illustrated with maps, 
drawings by the author, and reproductions of old engravings, photographs and paintings. 
Good library and school library material. Emphasis on long Colonial period. (8/6) $2.50 


Stearns, David M. SNIFFY, The Story of a Skunk Farrar & Rinehart 


A companion volume to Chuckle, which was a story of a woodchuck, and an en- 
gaging nature yarn. This is equally good, and a skunk has a more appealing personality, 
in spite of his weapon, than a woodchuck. Good field book, in size and format, with 


factual pictures in black and white, and factual content, slightly embellished. (9/26) 
$1.00 


Chrystie, Frances-—compiled by RIDDLE ME THIS oxford 


I was never good at riddles, so I'm not a good test for this collection of 
riddles. But I know, from long - and occasionally sad - experiences, that riddles are 
almost unfailingly popular among the small fry. So this collection, a good one, at the 



































August 1, 1940 Juventle Books - 370 - 





seven to nine year old's level of intelligence, is a sure seller. Stocking book size - 
board sides. Nonsense line drawings by way of illustration. (9/19) $ .50 , 






James, Will MY FIRST HORSE Scribner 






* First let me state - this is not written in the vernacular, usually associ- 
ated with Will James, so there won't be virtually a language bar to eight and nine year 
olds. In picture book form, with characteristic Will James pencil sketches in color 
and in line, Will James tells the story of the toy horses of his small boyhood, of how 
he learned to draw horses, to rope horses — and other objects - and to make corrals, 
before he had a sure 'nough little horse of his own. (8/26) $1.50 









Lawson, Robert THEY WERE STRONG AND GOOD Viking 





























I like the idea behind this book. Robert Lawson couldn't do anything real- 
ly poor. But I found this disappointing - and I wonder whether children can be per- 
suaded to read for themselves, and dig out the nuggets that are there. The book might 
have been called "They Made America" —~ for the idea back of the book is that everyone 
has ancestors who were strong and good, even if they were not famous, and that it was 
of such people that our real strength was made, through them the pattern of life was 
formed, people came together and built for permanency and the future, the America we 
know. It is an adult concept. ye has attempted to bring it to human terms by using 
brief factual material from his own family story. But it just seems to lack the spark, 
and the jacket drawings are a trifle austere and forbidding ~so it seems to me. (9428 9/2) 


$1.50 
BOOKS TO READ ALOUD (6 to 9) 
Two Versions of 
Prokofieff, Serge PETER AND THE WOLF Knopf 


Serge Xoussevitzky wrote the music for the orchestral narrative and 
brought the old Russian folk tale into the limelight. Prokofieff has retold the story, 
using the musical themes throughout, and linking the legend of Peter and his friend the 
bird, and of how they caught the wolf that ate their friend the duck, with the music 
and the pictures by Warren Chappell. This seems to me a happier combination than below, 
(9/186) $2.00 


Deakin, Irving PETER AND THE WOLF oxford 


This story is told more fully than in the Prokofieff version, and seems 
less keyed to the original folk tale, and somewhat simplified in the expansion. But 
it still is a rather bald story, and the somewhat stylized and mannered pictures by 
Richard C. Jones are decorative rather than illustrative. Frankly, I feel that these 
books, if bought at all, will be bought by parents who are rather consciously trying 
to elevate their children, to train them into a greater sense of a story and musical 
pattern. (9/5) $1.75 


Honness, Elizabeth & Doane, Pelagie DID YOU EVER? Oxford 


Nonsense verse, which is more apt to go over if used with children by 


adults, than if read ~ at least at the start - alone. The rhythms are contagious and 
pattern such that children can take it up and continue it, once they get the idea. Non- 


sense verse with bright colored illustrations, as cockeyed as the jingles. Board covers. 
(9/5) $1.00 


STORY BOOKS FOR THE 9g - 12's 


Meadowcroft, Enid La Monte ALONG THE ERIE TOWPATH Crowell 


Pleasant, unpretentious story with. good historical background, in a pice 
ture of the building of the Erie Canal in 1823 and after, as seen through the eyes of 
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David, who is almost 12 runs away from home to work on the packet boat. Nice pictures. ( 
(9/17) $2.00 

Seyfert, Ella Maie CARLOTTA BY THE ROADSIDE Crowell 

* There's a warm quality to this story of a happy little Italian family, 


whose livelihood came from a gas station, and whose hopes -:were pinned on the success 
of the roadside stand, in which venture all shared, and the future ownership of a red 
truck. There were two children, and various pets, and they all had a part in the fam- 
ily fortunes, and helped make new friends of passers-by. A delightful story, intro- 
ducing a friendly picture of Italian Americans and their loyalty to their adopted 


country. (10/8) $2.00 
2.9 

Fargo, Lucile F.' COME, COLORS, COME Dodd, Mead 

* North Idaho, in the mining region of Shoshone County, forms the setting 


for this story of the shanty and log. cabin days when the first housewives and the first 
children came to the mining camps. It is a good story, with realistic details and 
enough adventure to offset the somewhat sordid, hard working picture, with its amusing 
moments, and its real sense of people. Good story-telling — good Americana. Poor 


jacket and pictures, which may keep customers from appreciating the excellent content. 
(8/19) $2.00 


Davis, Lavinia BUTTONWOOD ISLAND Doubleday, Doran 


° Another good story of children and horses, which will appeal to all ten 

and twelve year olds who own, or would like to own, their own horses. There's a vaca- 

tion given fresh zest by the discovery of an island that the children feel is their é 
own; their is a new neighbor, whom the Harwickes eventually succumb to; and there's in- 

creasing interest in Indian relics and a "dig" actually on their beloved island. Paul 


Brown as illustrator gives the book importance to all who know his horse drawings. 
(8/23) $2.00 


Troy, Hugh MAUD FOR A DAY Oxford 


Nonsense tale of how a mine mule was borrowed to pinch hit for the army 


mule on the day of the Navy game, and of how the Navy goat gave the secret away. The 
perfect story for football fan fathers to share with football fan sons. (9/26) $1.00 


Dalgliesh, Alice A BOOK FOR JENNIFER Scribner 


This is a quaint idea, and successful, in its development, though the de- 
tails are better than the story itself. The period is 18th century London, the London 
of John Newbery's Juvenile Library, of Dr. Samuel Johnson and his cat Hodge, of Gold- 
smith and other celebrities. The story is based on the actual items in a good record 
and bad record kept by a child of the day (Jennifer's prototype). The title page and 
the half titles between chapters are copied from John Newbery books, and the design of 
the binding paper and jacket are also from that period and inspiration. A beautiful 
piece of book-making. With the nation wide interest in John Newbery (through the New- 
bery Award ), there should be ample opportunity to use this book in connection with 





that celebration. (8/19) $2.00 
FACT BOOKS FOR THE g - 12's 

Judson, Clara Ingram BOAT BUILDER: The Story of Robert Fulton Scribner 

. Fulton is the ideal subject for junior biography, for his career really 


began in his schooldays, when he started invention out of necessity. Pencils, paddle 
wheels, Roman candles - these were a few things that electrified his schoolmates. From 
that time on, this versatile man - portrait painter and inventor - had a fascinating 
career, on both sides of the ocean, and the list of his achievements makes dramatic 
copy. A gooistory, well told, and well illustrated by Armstrong Sperry. (8/28) $1.50 
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Pace, Mildred Mastin EARLY AMERICAN The Story of Paul Revere Scribner 


* Story of a great patriot and a great craftsman, a man whose fame rests on 
more than the ride made famous by Longfellow's poem. His childhood apprenticeship, 

his youthful success as a silversmith, his association from the start with the Sons 

of Liberty, leading up to Lexington and Concord, and many other famous exploits. Final- 
ly his post-war contributions to American industrial development. Quite a different 
story from the companion volume, Soat Butlder, but equally good and equally important. 
(8/26) $1.50 


CLASSICS AND REPRINTS 
Salten, Felix PERRI Bobbs, Merrill 


Announcing a de luxe popular edition, 228 pages, large 12 mo., illustrated 
by Ludwig Heinrich Jungnickel. (8/31) $1.25 


Benson, Sally STORIES OF THE GODS AND HEROES Dial 


This is based on the Greek and Latin myths in Bulfinch's. Age of Fable. If 
you were brought up on them, as I was, you will find it a bit difficult, at first, to 
accept a substitute, but a careful comparison of the old versions and the new will con- 
vince you that Miss Benson has succeeded in keeping the integral value, and presenting 
the old favorites in a form that modern children will enjoy. Since the purpose is to 
make these myths part of their literary background and heritage, this is an answer many 
will rejoice to find available. Mention almost any of the essential and basic stories, 
and you will find them here. Pandora, Phaeton, Midas, Baucis and Philemon, Prosperpina, 
Cupid and Psyche, Europa, Perseus, Hercules, the Minotaur, several episodes from The 
Iltad and The Odyssey - and many others. Decorative bold black and whites by Steele 
Savage. $2.50 


Buck, Alan Michael THE HARPER'S DAUGHTER Oxford 


There are many who feel that the old Irish legends are, too, a part of the 
heritage we require. Here the author of Dernot of the Bright Weapons has taken the 
story of Deidre and retold it for younger readers. Her fate was foretold her father 
before her birth; she would wreck Cuchelain and the sons of Usnech by her beauty, and 
bring sorrow to all. This is the story of how that prophecy was born out. It is a 
tragic story; I wonder whether young people will relish it? Illustrated by Richard 
Bennett. (9/12) $2.00 


FOR TKE 12 to 15 YEAR OLDS - Fictton 
Lansing, Elizabeth CECILY DRAKE Movie Edttor Crowell 


A career story, this time about a girl who leaves college her Junior year to 
work first for the Hastern story department of one of the big studios, and then to 
Hollywood to advise on scenarios there. Not particularly original, and not comprehen- 
sive enough in fagtual content to be important. But the story is well paced and the 
Hollywood and New York backgrounds convincingly done. Illustrated in black and white. 


(9/3) $2.00 
Raymond, Margaret APRILLY WEATHER Dodd, Mead 
* I'm starring this, because, from the adult viewpoint I think it one of the 


best High School stories I have seen. But somehow, I question whether first and second 
year High School students will see its soundness of psychological viewpoint, or feel 
that it is contemporary enough in approach. It might even be scored as a trifle snob- 
bish, in the struggle between the public school and the private school standards. The 
girl herself is so convincingly handled, her weaknesses so sympathetically portrayed, 
that I feel it is a book that should find a place for itself. (8/19) ~ $2.00 
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Gregg, Alan WINGED MYSTERY Doubleday, Doran 
Entertaining and well-written story of how the Conroys became innocently 

involved in some strange goings-on when they arrived at the desert ranch their family 

had taken, sight unseen. Each of the three has some hand in solving the mystery, and 


in helping the Border Patrol capture the men who have been smuggling gold and drugs 
Even the improbabilities are made convincing. Illustrated. 


using the ranch as cache. 
$1.75 


(9/6) 


Crawford, Phyllis WALKING ON GOLD Messner 


A gold rush story and a pretty good one, by the winner of the 1938 Julia 
Ellsworth Ford Foundation prize book, Hello, The Boat. This lacks the zest of adven- 
ture that book had, because it is such a many-times—-traveled road, this wagon trail 
to California. Pack Woods, orphan, runs away from his aunt in Arkansas, joins the 
Arkansas Travelers, and spends seven months on the Southern route, via New Mexico and 
Arizona, meeting up with the Marcy Expedition and Cooks wagon route, and eventually 
reaching California, only to find that wealth was not there for the picking. At the 
last, the conclusion is rushed — he will find his gold in converting the land into 
fertile soil, and taking up agriculture, in the district east of Stockton. Nice for- 
mat, with chapter heads and double spreads by Russell Sherman. (September ??) $2.00 


Berry, Erick LOCK HER THROUGH Oxford 


. A topnotch adventure story set against the background of upper New York 
state and the Erie Canal, in the days when the threatened competition of the rail- 

road was still unaccepted, and when sharp practices and trickery were part of the stock- 
in-trade along the Canal. Sabby's father owned a coaching inn near the Canal but 

Sabby went afield for her excitements, picked up a new friend in an English towboy, 

and with the Sheriff's small son, the trio managed to capture the horse thieves that 

had eluded their elders. Good adventure; good characterization; good Americana; good 


illustrations. (9/26) $2.00 
Edmonds, mary D. OUT OF THE NET Oxford 


There's the tang of the northern seas in this story of Newfoundland, of a 
village that existed for ~- and by ~ cod fishing, of fish pirates and the cooperative 
efforts to bring thievery to an end - and of how Jorey, who hated fishing, won his 
right to do something else, far away, without being thought a softy. Pictures by 


Dorothy Bayley have a nice quality, but aren't quite robust enough for the story. 
(9/5) $2.00 


FOR THE 12 to 15 YEAR OLDS - Non-fiction 
Fox, Frances Margaret THEY SAILED AND SAILED Dutton 


An unusual collection of true stories of exploits of the seven seas, in- 
cluding the obvious ones, but also including stories about William Barents and Gerrit 
de Bier, the Dutch explorers, about William Dampier and Alexander Selkirk and the real 
Swiss Family Robinson; about John Ledyard and Captain Wilkes and Captain Moses Rogers, 
and others. Material hard to locate, here brought together. Good stories, not spoiled 
by being somewhat sentimentalized. The pictures are by a young artist, Woodi Ishmael. 
I wonder ~ are the newcomers swinging back to the old-fashioned techniques? It would 
seem so. (8/12) $2.00 


King, Marian ELIZABETH, THE TUDOR PRINCESS Stokes 


A careful study of source material woven into a sound record, which gives 
a well-rounded story of the years spent by a future queen, many of them in exile, in 
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prison, some in the sunshine of her father's approval, of her sister Mary's acquiescence. 


‘Always she maintained her individuality. But we are told this - rather than seeing it 


for ourselves, and there is singularly little detail of her personality or her way of 
daily life or the settings that made her background. As a piece of writing, it is the 
soundest thing Marian King has done. Illustrated by Elinore Blaisdell. (8/26) $3.00 


Lamprey, Le THE STORY OF COOKERY Stokes 


Fascinating history of foods, of cooking, of how it has reflected and changed 
world history. Good reading, with a close link with historical events, with enough 
color and human interest and drama to carry the record, with occasional bits of gastro- 
nomic lore and toothsome recipes. Good reading for any age. Illustrated. Index. 


(9/20) $2.00 
FIFTEEN AND UP - Fiction 


Meese, Mildred Foulke STAR LIGHT, STAR BRIGHT Bobbs-Merrill 


This is a sequel to The Wagon to the Star. Mary is still a vital personality, 
an individual. Her character takes some beatings, and occasionally betrays her in this 
story of her Senior year, when she switched to another college, because she had a bet- 
ter chance to earn her way. She ran into new rivalries, new problems of sororities 
and cliques. Sometimes they almost defeated her. And small Dick proved a problem 
once again. But she ended on a high note of hope for the medical career - and the per- 


sonal career ahead. (8/31) $2.00 
Mallette, Gertrude SINGLE STONES Doubleday, Doran 
* An excellent career story. Marcia Throme helps her famous father in his re- 


search into the cause of a serious disease, while she is studying for her MD at a 

great New York hospital. She is often discouraged by the endless patience and thorough- 
ness essential to research, yet is convinced that selfless devotion to work is the life 
of any serious scientist. She regains her perspective when first failure and then suc- 
cess are hers, and she realizes that all work and no play are making Jill a dull girl 
and that the bridge of true knowledge is built single stone by single stone. Most 
readable, shrewd characterization, grand natural dialogue. Illustrated by Norman 


Reeves. (9/20) $2.00 
Hewes, Agnes Danforth THE IRON DOCTOR Houghton, Mifflin 
* First rate adventure story of an American boy who takes up diving as a pro- 


fession, spurred on by the slender knowledge of his dead father's career. The work on 


the San Francisco-Oakland bridge gives a modern note to a story that has romance with 
the best of the days of old. A many faceted story, which you can sell as good adven- 
ture and good vocational material as well. Illustrated. (Repeated from page 173- 


4/1/40)(9/10) $2.00 
Tones, Raymond J. MEEHEEVEE Whitman 


Presumably, this is intended for a juvenile, as the publisher is, so far as 
I know, a juvenile publisher only. But any librarian who had this thrust upon her for 
the children's room, would promptly turn tail and flee. The background might have been 
fascinating, - the story is based on the second cruise of the 8.5. Essex, during the 
War of 1812, the capture of the British whalers off the Chilian coast, the battle with 
the British frigates and the defeat of the Essex. But M'Keever's career, first as 
seaman, than as acting lieutenant, depicts the less wholesome side of sailors! lives, 


with rum and women given more than their share of prominence. The writing is third 
rate - the story of pulp calitre. Warning librarians ~ steer clear. (9/20) 62.50 
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FIFTEEN AND UP - Non-fiction 






Peck, Anne Merriman ROUNDABOUT SOUTH AMERICA Harper 





Companion volume to Storybook Europe and Roundabout America, by an author- 
artist who has the faculty of seeing a lot and conveying it in words and pictures to - 
her readers. South America presents a less familiar and more complex picture than 
Europe gf ten years ago, and America of five years ago. So Anne Peck has wisely re- 
frained from turning biographer, economist and historian, and simply shares what she 
sees and enjoys - and does it admirably. One goes with her from port to port, by train 
and bus and plane inland to the mountains and the plains and over them to another coast 
line. We see the people and their homes, the way they live, the things they do, their 
shops and public buildings and parks and places of amusement; we see the odd corners 
and the places the ordinary cruise tourist misses. We get the sense and feel of our 
South American neighbors. This is the sort of book that should be taken a bit at a 
time, as supplementary reading, or as travel companion and guide. Fully illustrated. 
Plus adult sale. (se 10/16 $3.00 w 










Waldeck, Theodore ON SAFARI Viking 








+s This book fascinated me from first page to last. Here is the true story of | 
the humiliating start of a young explorer, who did all the wrong things and broke all 
the rules, but who - at 18 - was man enough to take his punishment and start again and 
learn how to be an explorer in every sense. There's adventure and scientific knowledge 
and mystery and romance -— and Waldeck knows how to tell his personal story and to share 
his experiences and to get over this slant on the career of an explorer. Grand read- 
ing for anyone who likes African treks as armchair adventure. Illustrated by Kurt 

Wiese. Should have an equally good adult sale. (9/27) $2.50 


BOOKS FOR USE BY PARENTS AND TEACHERS 


ben Meyr, Berl YOUR OWN TRUE STORY Caxton 




















An excellent physiology, which should be supplemented by a book like Dorothy 
Baruch's Your Body and How Jt Works, since the ben Meyr book falls short when it comes 
to the sexual organs and their functions, after the introductory chapter which traces 
the development from the single cell to the male and female human being. (8/19) $3.00 


Hoff, Syd MUSCLES AND BRAINS 4 Dial 


} 
H 


An allegory told in caricatures and captions, comic strip fashion, which 
might serve a purpose if used judiciously by the right adult at the right moment. The 
obvious lesson is to teach the fact that neither one can stand without the other. (9/19) 

$1. © 


Dunn, Louise, M. & THE STORY OF OLD DOLLS AND HOW TO MAKE NEW ONES Doubleday, Doran 
Mills, Winifred H. 


First half - and more ~ deals with the history of dolls, and their importance 
as symbols rather than playthings, up to recent centuries. The balance is a how-—to-do 
it book, showing how all types of dolls can be made, what to use and how to do it. Good 
craft project work, rather than a book for children to use alone. I1ll'd. Pant ocaseg 


Perry, Evadna Kraus CRAFTS FOR FUN lol Morrow 


An excellent single book coverage of most of the basic crafts, with the elem- 
entary principles, some designs, applications, tools, materials, and methods, succinctly 
presented. An appendix giving places to get materials; bibliographies after each sec- 
tion, with books for supplementary study, and an index, make this an ideal book for 
clubs, camps, schools. Written by the art supervisor of the Orange County Schools, 
California. (9/4) $3.00 







